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TWO  years  ago,  we  published  the  keynote  talk  that  Eden  Grace  delivered  at 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  (FB,  September  2002).  At  that  time,  Eden  spoke 
eloquently  about  her  ecumenical  work  with  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and 
challenged  us  to  think  more  deeply  about  our  Quaker  faith. 

During  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  this  summer,  Eden  challenged  us  in  a 
different  way  by  sharing  the  harrowing  tale  of  her  struggles  with  mental  illness 
induced  by  a controversial  anti-malarial  drug  called  Lariam.  She  talked  about  how 
the  horrific  effects  of  this  drug  caused  her  to  doubt  her  sanity  as  well  as  her  call  to 
ministry  and  negatively  affected  her  relationship  with  her  family  and  friends.  Friends 
were  moved,  and  many  were  inspired,  by  Eden’s  honesty.  It’s  always  risky  to  share 
the  dark  side  of  one’s  spiritual  life.  Eden  is  to  be  commended  for  having  the  courage 
to  reveal  her  journey  through  the  wilderness  of  mental  illness.  By  placing  her  struggles 
in  a Quaker  as  well  as  a biblical  context,  she  helped  us  to  see  her  “dark  night  of  the 
soul”  from  a religious  as  well  as  psychological  perspective. 

In  this  issue  Bill  Durland  continues  to  explore  Christian  Zionism,  a movement 
that  uses  biblical  prophesy  to  justify  uncritical  support  to  conservative  elements  in 
Israel.  Many  Christian  Zionists  look  forward  to  the  day  when  the  Temple  of 
Jerusalem  will  be  re-built,  nuclear  Armageddon  wiU  break  out  in  the  Middle  East, 
and  Christ  will  return  to  rescue  believers  and  cast  non-believers  into  heU.  Embraced 
by  figures  such  as  Hal  Lindsey  and  Jerry  FalweU,  Christian  Zionism  has  become  a 
powerful  political  force  that  resists  efforts  to  establish  a just,  compassionate  peace  in 
Israel/Palestine.  Those  who  care  about  peace  in  the  Middle  East  need  to  take  this 
movement  seriously  and  to  present  a (Quaker  alternative  to  this  dangerous 
apocalypticism. 

As  you  read  this  issue  of  Friends  Bulletin,  I wiU  be  traveling  (Allah  wiUing)  to 
Israel/Palestine  with  the  Compassionate  Listening  Project.  This  project  is  an 
outgrowth  of  Gene  Hoffman’s  pioneering  work,  which  is  described  in  the  latest 
Friends  Bulletin  book.  Compassionate  Listening. 

This  summer  I shared  with  many  Friends  the  video  “Children  of  Abraham,” 
which  reveals  how  the  Compassionate  Listening  Project  helped  a delegation  of 
American  Jews  to  listen  deeply  to  both  sides  of  the  Israeli/Palestinian  conflict  (you 
can  purchase  this  inspiring  video  at  http://www.compassionatelistening.org,  and  it’s 
well  worth  it!). 

I am  looking  forward  to  experiencing  first-hand  what  this  video  feehngly  depicts. 
One  of  the  first  people  we’re  scheduled  to  visit  is  Yossi  Klein  Halevi,  who  is  featured 
in  “Children  of  Abraham”  and  recently  authored  At  the  Entrance  to  the  Garden  of 
Eden:  A Jew’s  Search  for  Hope  with  Christians  and  Muslims  in  the  Holy  Land. 

We’ll  also  be  listening  to  some  powerful  Palestinian  peacemakers,  among  them 
Sami  Awad  of  the  Holyland  Trust  in  Bethlehem,  who  teaches  non-violence  to  feUow 
West  Bank  Palestinians,  and  Jamil  Roshdy  of  the  al-/\xoub  refugee  camp  near  Hebron, 
also  a young  non-violence  leader.  (We’ll  possibly  be  spending  the  night  in  the  refugee 
camp,  too.) 

There  are  plans  for  us  to  stay  at  the  Hope  Flowers’  school  near  Bethlehem  for 
two  nights.  We  are  also  scheduled  to  visit  an  Israeli  settlement,  and  much  more. 

I am  very  grateful  to  my  home  Meeting,  Santa  Monica,  for  helping  to  fund  this 
trip.  I am  also  looking  forward  to  sharing  what  I learned  with  Friends  and  others 
when  I return. 

Meanwhile,  let’s  pray  for  peace  in  Jersualem.  And  please  hold  me  and  others  in 
the  Light  as  we  go  to  Israel/Palestine  to  listen  and  to  encourage  healing  and 
reconciliation. 


During  her  talk  at  the  Annual  Session  of 
North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  in  Missoula, 
Montana,  Eden  Grace,  a New  England 
Friend  active  in  ecumenical  dialogue, 
described  her  harrowing  experience  with 
mental  illness  induced  by  an  antimalarial 
drug  that  she  took  while  attending  the 
Friends  United  Meeting  Triennial  in  Kenya. 
For  the  past  two  years  she  has  struggled  with 
the  debilitating  side  effects  of  this  drug. 


which  profoundly  affected  her  relations  with 
her family  as  well  as  her  concept  of  ministry. 
Here  are  excerpts  from  her  talk,  which  can  be 
found  in  its  entirety  at  www.edengrace.org. 

I have  come  to  see  this  time  in  my  life 
in  terms  of  the  wilderness 
stories  in  Scripture,  especially  the  story 
of  the  Hebrew  people  spending  forty 
years  in  the  wilderness  after  receiving  the 


Law  and  before  entering  the  Promised 
Land.  The  wilderness  is  a place  of  trial, 
as  Moses  explains  in  Deuteronomy  8:2: 
“Remember  the  long  way  that  the  Lord 
your  God  has  led  you  these  forty  years  in 
the  wilderness,  in  order  to  humble  you, 
testing  you  to  know  what  was  in  your 
heart,  whether  or  not  you  would  keep 
his  commandments.”  The  Bible 
repeatedly  exhorts  us  to  remember  the 
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wilderness.  Why?  What  truths  do  the 
wilderness  stories  contain,  which  we  must 
not  forget? 

The  Hebrew  people  spent  forty  years 
in  the  wilderness.  Jesus  was  sent  out  into 
the  wilderness  immediately  after  his 
baptism,  and  spent  forty  days  there. 
Biblical  scholars  tell  us  that  both 
wilderness  and  the  number  forty 
symbolize  trial  and  testing.  The 
wilderness  is  a place  of  confusion, 
wandering,  loss  of  clear  purpose,  and 
exposure  to  great  risk.  Forty  signifies  the 
period  of  time  necessary  for  a complete 
cycle  of  one  portion  of  God’s  plan — for 
retreat,  trial,  victory  and  new  beginning. 

When  they  reach  the  edge  of 
Canaan,  Moses  sends  spies  to  investigate 
the  Canaanite  defenses.  The  spies  return 
with  a description  of  the  fertility  of  the 
land,  as  well  as  stories  of  the  fearsome 
Canaanites  and  their  well-defended 
towns.  In  fear,  the  Hebrews  decide  to 
return  to  Egypt.  They  are  afraid  of  God’s 
promise,  and  want  to  run  away  from 
God’s  leadership.  Therefore,  having 
glimpsed  the  promised  land,  God  orders 
them  to  turn  around  and  go  back  into 
the  wilderness  and  stay  there  for  38  more 
years.  It  is  perhaps  this  moment,  more 
than  any  other,  that  drew  me  to  the  book 
of  Numbers  as  a reading  of  my  own 
experience.  I have  glimpsed  the  promise 
of  what  God  is  doing  in  the  next  phase 
of  my  life.  But  in  so  glimpsing,  I 
discovered  the  depth  of  my  own  fear.  For 
two  years  now,  I have  been  in  the 
wilderness.  I ask  God  for  the  wisdom  to 
understand  the  wilderness. 

For  the  early  Quaker  writer  Samuel 
Bownas,  the  wilderness  is  the  place 
between  the  sinful  self  and  the  sanctified 
self:  “For  no  man  can  be  righteous  and 
wicked  at  one  time;  we  must  first  be 
brought  out  of  the  bondage  of  corruption 
under  spiritual  Pharaoh  and  Egypt,  into 
the  wilderness,  before  we  can  offer 
acceptably  unto  God”  (Bownas  p.  6). 
Bownas  says  that  the  stories  of  the 
Hebrew  people  traveling  from  Egypt  to 
Canaan,  and  the  things  that  happened  to 
them  along  the  way,  show  us  the  path 
from  spiritual  death  as  strangers  to  God 
and  children  of  wrath,  into  a state  of  grace 
and  life  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  spiritual 


Moses.  Whatever  happens  in  the 
wilderness,  it  is  surely  necessary  as  part 
of  how  God  readies  us  for  service  and 
ministry. 

Brokenness,  Unknowingness,  and 
Learning  to  Wait  in  Silence 

I have  gone  deeper  and  deeper  into 
an  awareness  of  unknowing,  of  weakness, 
of  brokenness.  I cultivated,  and  indeed 
appreciated,  the  fact  that  I didn’t  know 
anything.  Sometimes  I’ve  felt  at  peace 
about  it,  sometimes  not.  For  a time,  I lost 
all  confidence  in  my  ministry,  and  felt  a 
total  dearth  of  words.  My  condition  was 
very  poor  and  my  vocal  ministry  was 
stopped.  Bownas  describes  how  to  stay 
faithful  in  such  a condition:  “Therefore, 
if  at  times  thee  is  very  poor  and  has 
nothing  to  say,  let  not  this  tempt  thee  to 
go  beyond  thy  line;  for  this  poverty  and 
affliction  thee  is  under  may  by  divine 
purpose  be  brought  upon  thee,  to  prepare 
thy  mind  to  speak  more  feelingly  and 
with  moving  language  to  others  under 
the  like  distress  and  barrenness  of  soul” 
(Bownas  p.  68).  I kept  in  silence  and 
wished  that  I could  let  go  of  the  anxiety 
in  order  to  get  back  to  my  ‘true’  state  of 
being,  which  is  healthy,  centered, 
spiritually  grounded  and  abundant. 

I didn’t  yet  understand  that  the  path 
of  faithfulness  lay  not  in  getting  back  to 
myself,  but  in  going  forward  through  the 
brokenness.  Yet  I felt  surprisingly  clear 
that  I was  supposed  to  go  back  to  Kenya 
to  work  for  FUM.  It  was  as  if  I knew, 
even  then,  that  the  only  way  through  the 
cloud  of  unknowing  is  to  head  directly 
into  the  place  of  greatest  uncertainty. 

It’s  difficult  to  choose  the  way  of 
uncertainty.  John  Woolman  has  a vivid 
description  of  this  condition  in  his 
Journal:  “I  have  gone  forward,  not  as  one 
travelling  in  a road  cast  up  and  well 
prepared,  but  as  a man  walking  through 
a miry  place  in  which  are  stones  here 
and  there  safe  to  step  on,  but  so  situated 
that  one  step  being  taken,  time  is  necessary 
to  see  where  to  step  next.”  What  a 
powerful  image — balancing  on  a stone, 
partway  across  the  miry  bog,  searching 
for  another  stone  safe  to  step  on. 

Sometimes  I can’t  see  where  to  step 


next.  In  my  anxiety  or  panic,  I feel 
abandoned  by  God  in  the  pit.  Then  I pray 
Psalm  88:  “You  have  put  me  in  the  depths 
of  the  Pit,  in  the  regions  dark  and  deep. 
Your  wrath  lies  heavy  upon  me,  and  you 
overwhelm  me  with  all  your  waves.  ...  I 
am  shut  in  so  that  I cannot  escape;  my 
eye  grows  dim  through  sorrow.  Every  day 
I caU  on  you,  O Lord;  I spread  out  my 
hands  to  you.  Do  you  work  wonders  for 
the  dead?”  This  Psalm  is  subtitled  “a 
complaint  to  God.”  I would  caU  that  an 
understatement — it  is  a wrenching  cry  of 
despair  to  a God  who  seems  completely 
deaf  to  the  suffering  of  the  one  who  prays. 
It  is  a cry  of  utter  hopelessness.  There  is 
no  hint  throughout  the  psalm  that  God 
makes  any  response  to  the  pleading 
prayers.  The  question — do  you  work 
wonders  for  the  dead? — is  left  hanging, 
and  the  answer  seems  to  be  “no.”  There 
are  times  when  this  is  the  psalm  I choose 
to  pray.  I rail  at  God  for  throwing  me 
into  the  pit  and  abandoning  me  there. 

Six  months  after  we  interviewed  for 
the  Kenya  job  with  FUM,  we  heard  that 
we  would  be  hired,  but  they  couldn’t  say 
when  we  would  be  going.  My  response 
to  this  news  was  to  feel  disoriented  and 
unreal. 

This  past  winter,  fear  ballooned  in 
me.  I felt  the  upswell  of  some  old  fears 
— that  I don’t  measure  up  to  “real” 
ministers,  to  truly  spiritual  Friends;  that 
my  life  lacks  a deeper  consistency  of 
experience  and  memory;  that  God  will 
call  me  into  a ministry  that  will  hurt  my 
children.  I indulged  those  fears  more 
than  I should  have,  but  I don’t  have  deep 
regrets.  I think  God  was  letting  me  stare 
into  the  abyss  and  search  for  the  bottom, 
so  that  I could  really  become  ready  to 
receive  help.  The  hardest  thing  that 
happened  was  that  my  partner  James 
and  I found  ourselves  in  a terrible 
conflict,  not  based  on  anything  tangible, 
but  with  a devastating  erosion  of  trust. 
Now  rage  was  added  to  my  emotional 
constellation  of  fear,  dread  and  panic.  I 
directed  the  rage  at  James,  the  kids  and 
at  myself,  and  desperately  wished  to  be 
purged  of  the  anger  that  was  cutting 
me  inside  like  a knife.  My  prayers 
becamie  tortured.  I had  an  image  of 
myself  as  wounded  on  a battlefield. 
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with  gangrene,  needing  to  amputate 
without  anesthesia. 

I finally  saw  a psychiatrist.  It  was  a 
liberating  experience  to  feel  that  she 
understood  my  condition,  and  could  help 
me  name  it.  Yet  it  also  meant  a serious 
challenge  to  my  sense  of  self.  She 
suggested  to  me  that  the  Lariam  had  had 
a permanent  effect  on  my  psychology,  as 
it  does  in  some  small  number  of  cases.  It 
had  left  me  with  a mental  illness  that 
wasn’t  going  to  go  away  on  its  own.  I had 
an  anxiety  and  panic  disorder.  She 
recommended  treatment  with  medication 
and  psychotherapy.  My  response  to  all 
this  was  very  intense.  It  gave  me  hope 
that  I wouldn’t  have  to  continue  with  the 
emotional  turmoil  of  the  past  two  years. 
Yet  it  evoked  deep  shame.  Should  I keep 
it  a secret?  If  I admit  to  a mental  illness, 
does  that  invalidate  my  ministry?  Would 
FUM’s  leadership  lose  confidence  in  me 
if  they  knew?  Does  it  make  me  ineligible 
for  service  in  Kenya?  Does  it  require  a 
denial  of  my  self-assertion  and  self- 
understanding? Do  I lose  the  right  to 
believe  in  myself  and  expect  others  to 
believe  in  me?  Do  I lose  aU  credibility? 
WiU  anyone  ever  take  me  seriously  if  they 
know  I’m  on  a psychiatric  medication?  If 
I feel  better  on  medication,  does  that 
invalidate  the  emotions  of  the  past? 

Full  of  both  hope  and  fear,  I chose 
to  begin  treatment.  I chose  to  embrace 
my  brokenness.  I touched  my  feet  down 
at  the  bottom  of  the  pit,  and  found  it  was 
solid  after  all.  I prayed  about  knowing 
and  unknowing  and  being  fully  known.  I 
admitted  that  I was  lost  in  a tract-less 
land,  and  asked  God  to  lead  me. 

Following  God’s  leadership  is  an 
essential  practice  in  the  wilderness.  In  the 
story  of  the  Hebrew  people,  God’s 
leadership  is  made  visible  in  the  pillar  of 
cloud  that  leads  them  out  past  the  Red 
Sea.  This  same  cloud  stays  with  them 
through  the  whole  forty  years.  It  controls 
when  they  march  and  when  they  stay  in 
camp.  The  text  goes  on  at  length  to 
impress  upon  us  that  it  was  only  on  a 
sign  from  God  that  they  would  move,  and 
that  they  obeyed  the  cloud  no  matter 
what. 

So  although  we  talk  about  them 
wandering  in  the  wilderness,  they  weren’t 


strictly  lost.  Certainly,  they  didn’t  know 
where  they  were,  where  they  were  going, 
or  when.  But  they  were  being  clearly 
guided  every  step  of  the  way.  The  image 
of  this  cloud  moving  before  them  is  a 
striking  way  to  imagine  what  Friends  call 
“way  opening” — that  sense  that  the  cloud 
has  lifted  and  beckons  us  to  step  forward, 
even  as  it  seemed  to  rest  heavily  upon  us 
and  prevent  our  moving  just  the  day 
before.  We  do  not  choose  the  time  of  our 
calling.  We  simply  follow  the  cloud  as  it 
leads  us.  Waiting  and  following  are 
essential  lessons  of  the  wilderness. 

After  the  Hebrew  people  are  told 
they  wiU  spend  38  years  in  the  wilderness, 
until  the  entire  slave  generation  has  died 
and  a new  generation  has  come  to 
maturity,  the  text  simply  omits  that  next 
38  years  and  jumps  to  the  preparations 
for  entering  Canaan.  We  know  nothing 
about  what  happened  to  the  community 
as  they  lingered  in  the  wilderness,  as  the 
entire  slave  generation  died  away  and  their 
children  came  to  adulthood,  except  that 
Miryam  died  and  was  buried  there.  I find 
this  incredible  period  of  silent  dormancy 
very  powerful.  Sometimes  the  work  of 
faithfulness  is  simple,  silent  waiting.  It 
seems  that  nothing  is  happening.  Like  a 
seed  in  the  ground  in  winter,  like  a tree 
barren  of  its  leaves,  we  might  be  tempted 
to  despair  that  any  life  is  left  in  us  at  all. 
Like  the  secret  latency  of  pregnancy, 
something  is  growing  deep  inside  that 
has  yet  to  issue  forth  in  ministry.  There 
is  no  way  to  rush  through  a phase  of  life 
like  this.  There  is  no  way  to  call  forth 
words  when  God  has  sealed  our  lips. 
There  is  no  way  to  glimpse  what  lies 
ahead.  We  can  only  trust  that  the 
generation  of  the  promise,  as  it  grows  to 
maturity  within  our  hearts,  will  burst 
forth  in  blossom  in  the  springtime  of  new 
energy,  and  we  will  find  ourselves 
propelled  forward  in  ministry  again. 

We  know  that  God  has  a plan  for 
our  lives,  but  that  knowledge  can 
sometimes  just  feel  like  more  pressure — 
we  have  to  work  so  hard  to  discern  what 
God  wants — if  he  really  wanted  it  so 
badly,  wouldn’t  he  make  it  easier  for  us 
to  understand  and  follow!  A wise  pastor 
in  my  Yearly  Meeting  opened  the 
meaning  of  Psalm  119:105  for  me:  “Thy 


word  is  a lamp  unto  my  feet  and  a light 
unto  my  path.”  My  job  is  to  be  faithful 
one  step  at  a time.  The  lamp  of  God’s 
word  creates  a small  pool  of  light  around 
my  feet,  illuminating  just  the  next  step 
and  allowing  me  to  take  it  with  some 
degree  of  confidence.  But  if  I lift  my  eyes 
and  gaze  down  the  road,  I am  lucky  if  I 
can  make  out  vague  shadows.  The 
wisdom  comes  in  realizing  that  I don’t 
need  to  see  down  the  road.  I trust  that 
God  has  a road  mapped  out  for  me.  I 
give  over  needing  to  know  the  big  picture, 
and  focus  on  my  faithful  steps  today. 

Surrendering  Control  to  God 

In  this  way,  the  wilderness 
experience  teaches  us  to  surrender  our 
desire  to  control,  and  learn  to  trust  God. 
Woolman  speaks  about  the  danger  of 
“kindling  our  own  fire.”  It’s  frightening 
to  abandon  our  attempt  to  maintain 
control  over  our  lives,  but  there’s  a 
liberating  truth-telling  in  admitting  we 
are  not  in  control. 

Samuel  Bownas  reminds  us:  “We 
can’t  now  help  ourselves  by  our  own 
contrivance,  and  workings  in  our  own 
wiUs,  but  here  we  must  live  a life  of  faith, 
wholly  depending  on  him  that  will  (if 
we  faint  not  in  our  minds)  bring  us 
through  to  the  heavenly  Canaan”  (Bownas 
p.  7). 

And  so  we  come  to  an  even  deeper 
wisdom  of  spiritual  wilderness — in  such 
times,  we  discover  that  our  faithful 
obedience  to  God  is  both  very  much  our 
own,  and  at  the  same  time  not  of  us  at 
all.  We  must  be  willing  to  give  over  our 
will.  We  must  be  willing  to  wander  in 
the  wilderness.  We  must  make  a willful 
decision  to  relinquish  willfulness  and 
embrace  willingness. 

It’s  easy  to  imagine  how  faithfulness 
requires  surrendering  the  will  to  disobey, 
and  trying  instead  to  live  by  righteous 
precepts.  But  this  misses  the  point.  Even 
our  will  to  righteousness  is  inadequate 
and  will  lead  us  into  sin,  for  it  still  derives 
its  power  from  our  own  ego  and  not  from 
God.  This  is  what  Penington  meant  when 
he  appealed  to  Friends  to  “Give  over 
thine  own  willing,  give  over  thine  own 
running,  give  over  thine  own  desiring  to 
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know  or  be  anything  and  sink  down  to 
the  seed  which  God  sows  in  the  heart, 
and  let  that  grow  in  thee  and  be  in  thee 
and  breathe  in  thee  and  act  in  thee.”  We 
must  give  over  our  own  desiring,  even 
the  desire  to  be  faithful,  in  order  to  find 
the  source  of  true  faithfulness,  which  is 
both  deeply  within  us,  and  yet  not  of  us 
at  all. 

One  of  the  most  profound  prayers  in 
all  of  Scripture,  for  me,  is,  “I  believe,  help 
my  unbelief!”  (Mark  9:24).  For  me,  this 
means  that  I have  enough  faith  to  walk 
just  one  step  further  than  I think  I can,  to 
take  the  next  believing  step,  while  at  the 
same  time  confessing  that  I have  already 
reached  the  furthest  extent  of  my  belief 
with  the  previous  step.  I can’t  do  what 
you’re  asking  of  me,  God,  so  having 
confessed  that  fact.  I’ll  do  it  anyway.  This 
is  the  only  way  I have  ever  found  courage 
within  me. 

Indeed,  one  of  the  marks  of  God’s 
will  that  I look  for  in  my  life  is  that  I 
find  uncharacteristic  feelings  and  urges 
rising  up  in  me.  Where  I,  by  myself, 
would  feel  fear,  instead  there  is  courage 
and  joy.  Where  I would  feel  guilt  and 
shame,  instead  there  is  freedom  and 
desire.  When  I feel  my  weaknesses  and 
vulnerabilities  peeled  away  from  me  like 
the  layers  of  an  onion,  and  discover  other 
motions  in  their  place,  I name  this  as  God 
working  in  me,  equipping  me  for  faithful 
obedience. 

I had  agonized  about  whether,  if  I 
took  medication  for  an  anxiety  disorder, 
I would  stiU  be  me,  whether  I would  still 
have  the  right  to  minister,  whether  I 
could,  in  good  conscience,  go  to  Kenya 
on  behalf  of  FUM.  Through  these  last 
few  months  of  medication  and  therapy,  I 
have  discovered  that  I am  more  deeply 
me,  and  yet  also  I am  remade  into  a new 
creation.  I still  carry  the  knowledge  of 
my  unworthiness,  but  it  is  a sweet 
knowledge.  I still  lack  confidence  in  my 
own  abilities,  but  I rest  on  the  sure 
confidence  that  God  is  more  able  than  I 
can  ask.  I will  go  to  Kenya  in  a spirit  of 
deep  obedience.  And  I’m  here  today  doing 
a risky  thing,  speaking  from  a place  of 
weakness. 

This  chapter  of  my  life  is  far  from 
over,  but  I have  felt  God  rescuing  me 


from  the  miry  place,  and  Psalm  40  gives 
voice  to  my  gratitude:  “I  waited  patiently 
for  the  LORD;  he  inclined  to  me  and 
heard  my  cry.  He  drew  me  up  from  the 
desolate  pit  out  of  the  miry  bog,  and  set 
my  feet  upon  a rock,  making  my  steps 
secure...  I am  poor  and  needy,  but  the 
Lord  takes  thought  for  me.  You  are  my 
help  and  my  deliverer;  do  not  delay,  O 
my  God.” 

One  of  the  great  mysteries  of 
Christian  spirituality  is  the  paradox  of  the 
self.  Jesus  said,  “For  all  who  exalt 
themselves  will  be  humbled,  but  all  who 
humble  themselves  will  be  exalted  ’’(Luke 
18:14b).  Paul  said,  “Whenever  I am  weak, 
then  I am  strong”  (2  Cor.  12:  9-10).  We 
come  to  know  ourselves  in  the  Spirit 
through  paradox  or  reversal. 


Faithfulness  and  Resurrection 

The  story  of  the  Hebrew  people  in 
the  wilderness  prefigures  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  Jesus,  the  death  of  the  old 
and  the  birth  of  the  new.  The  slave 
generation  will  not  be  able  to  enter  the 
promised  land.  They  would  always  be 
tempted  to  look  back  in  longing  for  a life 
well-ordered  by  the  disordered  values  of 
a slave  economy.  Instead,  their  children, 
who  know  nothing  but  the  wilderness, 
will  be  the  ones  to  enter  Canaan.  The 
overall  message  in  the  Book  of  Numbers 
is  an  encouraging  one,  even  though  so 
many  of  its  stories  depict  rebellion, 
suffering,  and  testing.  The  big  picture  is 
that  these  faithless  people  are  beloved  of 
God,  and  God  never  gives  up  on  them. 
These  unworthy  people  are  the  ones  God 


will  use  to  bless  the  world;  these  people, 
who  are  so  like  me.  Moses  says  to  the 
people  at  the  end  of  the  forty  years, 
“Surely  the  Lord  your  God  has  blessed 
you  in  all  your  undertakings;  he  knows 
your  going  through  this  great  wilderness. 
These  forty  years  the  Lord  your  God  has 
been  with  you;  you  have  lacked  nothing.” 
The  message  is  reassuring  and 
liberating — to  live,  we  only  need  to  die. 

And  so  I return  to  the  scripture: 
“Beloved,  do  not  be  surprised  at  the  fiery 
ordeal  that  is  taking  place  among  you  to 
test  you,  as  though  something  strange 
were  happening  to  you.  But  rejoice 
insofar  as  you  are  sharing  Christ’s 
sufferings,  so  that  you  may  also  be  glad 
and  shout  for  joy  when  his  glory  is 
revealed”  (1  Peter  4:12-14).  The  ordeal 
is  indeed  fiery,  but  it  is  not  surprising, 
nor  strange.  We  share  in  Christ’s 
sufferings,  and  thereby  share  in  Christ’s 
glory.  Shout  for  joy! 

The  motif  of.  sharing  in  the 
crucifixion  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  is 
central  to  Christian  spirituality — it  is  the 
meaning  of  a “born-again”  Christian,  and 
of  the  ritual  significance  of  water  baptism 
as  being  buried  and  raised  up  with  Christ. 
Quaker  spirituality  embraces  this  motif 
as  not  only  a life-changing  moment,  but 
more  deeply  the  mark  of  a changing  life 
in  every  moment.  Every  time  we  feel 
God’s  call  and  know  our  unworthiness, 
we  are  lowered  into  the  tomb.  Every  time 
we  answer  the  call  with  a movement  of 
the  heart  toward  faithfulness,  we  rise  into 
new  life.  Quaker  spirituality  calls  us  to 
take  up  our  daily  cross.  Daily  finding 
ourselves  judged  and  buried.  Daily  finding 
ourselves  raised  up.  This,  finally,  is  the 
“truth  about  me”  that  I have  been 
searching  for  in  the  wilderness. 

On  Good  Friday  this  year,  as  I moved 
through  the  Stations  of  the  Cross,  I felt 
the  deep  meaning  of  my  suffering.  I felt 
called  to  embrace  within  me  the  fliU  cast 
of  characters  from  the  story  of  the 
crucifixion — I have  within  me  the  beloved 
disciple,  the  sorrowing  mother,  the 
gambling  soldier,  the  faithful  woman,  the 
frightened  disciple,  the  guilty  criminal, 
and  the  suffering  Christ.  I have  within 
me  the  cold  of  the  tomb.  And  I have 
within  me  the  resurrection  at  dawn.D 
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Zionism: 

Wiil  Fear  or 
Freedom  Triumph? 

Part  2 

by  Bill  Durland 

Coiorado  Springs  (CO)  Meeting 


Alternative  Christian  and 
Quaker  Approaches 
TO  Christian  Zionism 

At  the  close  of  last  month’s  article,  I 
promised  you  “the  rest  of  the  story” 
and  here  it  is.  We  are  faced  with  having 
to  choose  between  religious  freedom  and 
fearful  warfare,  as  Quakers  and  other 
people  of  good  will,  in  regard  to  Middle 
East  tensions  and  conflicts. 

The  Christian  Zionists’  message, 
which  forces  this  decision,  is  grounded 
in  a predestinarian  view  of  theological 
and  political  history.  Others  of  us  see  free 
will  and  choice  as  continually  present  in 
our  relationships  with  God  and  each 
other.  There  are  traditional  Christian  and 
Quaker  theological  alternatives  to  the 
Christian  Zionist  view,  which  allow  for 
that  and  are  more  liberating. 


Bill  Durland  is  a Quaker,  teacher  and 
lawyer.  He  and  his  wife,  Genie,  recently  spent 
three  weeks  in  Israel  and  the  Occupied 
Territories  during  which  they  attended  a 
conference  on  Christian  Zionism  sponsored  by 
Sabeel,  The  Ecumenical  Liberation  Theology 
Center  of  Palestine,  committed  to  religious 
nonviolence.  This  was  their  fourth  trip  in  as 
many  years  to  the  Middle  East  as  part  of 
Christian  Peacemaker  Teams,  a pacifist/activist 
organization  founded  by  Mennonites, 
Brethren  and  Quakers. 


Without  even  departing  from  a 
generally  literalist  interpretation  of  the 
Bible  we  may  glean  an  entirely  different 
idea  of  the  end  times.  Our  story  picks  up 
with  Abram,  perhaps  about  2000  BCE., 
who  is  called  by  God  out  of 
“Mesopotamia”  (he  is  Semitic,  speaking 
Aramaic,  but  cannot  be  further  identified 
exclusively  as  Jew  or  Arab)  to  a land 
where  God  will  “make  of  you  a great 
nation”  (Gen.  12:1-2).  He  sojourns  to 
Egypt  and  dwells  peacefully  in  Canaan 
(Palestine)  with  the  indigenous  people. 
Finally,  God,  changing  his  name  to 
Abraham,  tells  him  that  he  will  give  the 
land  to  him  “for  a perpetual  holding” 
(Gen.  17)  with  the  condition  that  all  his 
male  descendents  be  circumcised. 

By  the  time  of  Moses,  some  800 
years  later,  the  land  is  occupied  by  exiles 
from  Egypt  called  “Israelites”  who  take 
over  parts  of  Canaan  (Palestine)  under 
what  theologians  call  a conditional 
covenant  (contract).  The  conditions  are: 
1)  “If  you  obey  my  voice;”  2)  “keep  my 
covenant”  (circumcision);  3)  “be  a priestly 
nation’”  and  4)  “a  holy  nation”  ...  “you 
shall  be  my  treasured  possession  out  of 
all  the  peoples...”  adding,  however,  “the 
whole  earth  is  mine.”  The  “promised 
land”  given  to  these  “chosen  people”  was 
not  theirs  to  own,  but  only  to  possess  as 
long  as  the  conditions  were  kept.  If  not, 
the  land  would  revert  to  its  eternal  owner, 
God  (Exodus  19:5-6).  Even  so,  modern 


Christian  and  Jewish  Zionists  use  these 
statements  to  argue  that  the  giving  was 
unconditional  and  forever  to  a “chosen 
people”  in  a “promised  land.” 

The  ensuing  history  states  otherwise 
in  the  Hebrew  Scriptures.  The  conditions 
were,  over  and  over  again,  breached  and 
the  land,  kings,  temples,  and  priesthood 
were  all  taken  away.  Against  God’s  wishes 
(1  Sam.  8),  kings  replaced  judges  and 
God  was  relegated  to  a house  (temple) 
in  Jerusalem  (2  Sam.  7). 

The  prophet  Jeremiah’s  warnings 
after  the  fall  of  the  Northern  Kingdom, 
Israel,  in  722  BCE  and  just  before  the 
fall  of  the  Southern  Kingdom,  Judah,  in 
586  BCE  were  not  heeded.  Jeremiah 
predicted  that  the  old  covenant  would  be 
replaced  with  a “new  covenant”  (Jer. 
31:31).  It  would  “not  be  like  the  covenant 
made  with  their  ancestors.”  Instead,  he 
says  God  tells  him,  “I  will  put  my  law 
within  them,  and  I will  write  it  on  their 

hearts ’’There  will  be  no  need  for  land, 

kings,  priests,  temples  or  sacrifices 
henceforth  but  rather  a community  of 
good  will  make  national  boundaries 
irrelevant. 

By  the  time  of  John  the  Baptist,  about 
27  CE,  we  find  the  Baptist  preaching  that 
“God  is  able  from  these  stones  to  raise 
up  children  to  Abraham”  (Mt.  3:8), 
further  testimony  that  old  ways  no  longer 
exist.  But  Jesus’  apostles  don’t  get  it.  After 
his  death  and  return  to  be  with  them. 
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they  ask,  “Lord,  is  this  the  time  when 
you  will  restore  the  kingdom  to  Israel?” 
The  Christian  Zionists  don’t  get  it,  either. 
There  will  be  no  more  kingdom  and  all 
that  goes  with  it.  Instead  the  apostles  are 
called  to  be  “witnesses  ...  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth”  (Acts  1:8). 

Shortly  thereafter,  Stephen,  one  of 
Jesus’  followers,  is  stoned  to  death 
preaching  that  “the  Most  High  does  not 
dwell  in  houses  [temples]  made  with 
human  hands”  (Acts,  7:48).  No  more 
temples  and  thus  priests  and  sacrifices  are 
not  needed. 

If  this  were  not  enough 
alternative  theology,  the  New 
Testament  ends  with  the  last 
chapters  of  the  Book  of 
Revelation  where  the  end 
times  are  completed  with  “a 
new  heaven  and  earth,”  and 
with  “the  holy  city,  the  new 
Jerusalem,  coming  down  out  of 
heaven  from  God  . . . The  Lamb  of  God 
is  among  mortals.  He  will  dwell  with 
them  as  their  God.”  The  vision  of  John, 
the  revelator,  also  states,  “I  saw  no  temple 
in  the  city  for  its  temple  is  the  Lord  God 
Almighty  and  the  Lamb”  (Rev.  21:1-3, 
22).  The  traditional  view  is  of  a positive 
and  optimistic  end. 

Nevertheless,  the  Christian  Zionists 
believe  that  the  saved  Christians  will  be 
somewhere  else,  relying  on  Paul’s  passage 
as  a “rapture”  where  they  meet  Jesus  “in 
the  air.”  (1  Thess.  4:17).  The  only 
problem,  as  we  have  seen,  is  Jesus  is  going 
to  the  earth  that  they  left. 

We  who  are  Christians  and/or 
Quakers  share  a more  universal  view, 
basing  our  testimonies  on  “integrity, 
simplicity,  equality  and  peace.”  The 
Christian  Zionist  jargon  of  fear’s  triumph 
and  freedom’s  death  is  overcome.  The 
equality  of  God’s  people — ^Jews, 
Christians,  Moslems,  and  others — is 
paramount.  The  vision  of  a new  heaven 
and  earth  without  kingdoms,  temples, 
priests  or  sacrifices  is  shared,  even 
actuated,  in  historical  Quakerism.  God’s 
message  on  our  hearts  ends  the  need  for 
intermediaries  such  as  Jerry  Falwell,  Pat 
Robertson,  Hal  Lindsey  and 
Congressman  Delay,  the  leaders  of 
Christian  Zionism  in  America. 


George  Fox  is  more  reliable.  A 
serious  student  of  the  Book  of  Revelation, 
he  saw  the  end  times  as  also  his  and  our 
own  times.  Douglas  Gwyn  writes  in  his 
seminal  work.  The  Apocalypse  of  the  Word, 
that  the  Quaker  phenomenon  was  born 
of  apocalyptic  moments:  “Fox  understood 
both  church  and  state  in  terms  of  the 
Book  of  Revelation — as  demonic 
religious  and  political  forces  in  conflict 
with  the  rule  of  Christ,”  and  not  with 
the  need  to  restore  a secular  nation  state 
or  kingdom. 


Quakers  were  called  to  a Lamb’s 
War  but  not  a violent  one  like 
Lindsey’s  interpretations  of  the  War 
of  Arm-ageddon  invoking  Russia, 
China  and  other  states  declared  evil 
by  Reagan  and  Bush.  The  Puritan’s 
violent  predest-inarianism  was 
countered  by  Fox  with  a nonviolent, 
optimistic  vision  that  held  that 
religious  perfection  was  attainable  and 
that  we  were  not  fearfully  doomed 
without  free  choice  to  be  permanently 
evil  sinners  while  on  this  earth. 

The  Lamb’s  War  was  fought  with 
spiritual  weapons.  “Arm  yourselves 
like  men  of  war,  that  he  may  know 
what  to  stand  against...  and  wait  in 
the  Light  which  comes  from  Jesus, 
to  be  clothed  in  zeal,  so  stand  against 
all  those  who  act  contrary  to  the 
light,”  wrote  Fox  (Gwyn,  196). 

Out  of  the  spiritual  urgency  of  the 
Lamb’s  War  comes  Gospel  Order,  the 
instrument  of  voluntary  discipline  for 
the  nonviolent  war.  Without  the 
trappings  of  church  hierarchy  and  state 
hegemony,  the  community  with  a holistic 
decision-making  process,  is  ready  to  face 
head  on  the  “Day  of  the  Lord” — 
Quakerese  for  the  end  times.  Quakers  do 
not  fear  tribulation  or  quote  Paul  for 
escape  in  a rapture.  They  are  here  for  the 


long  haul  to  endure  the  violence  and 
conquer  it  actively  and  nonviolently.  They 
do  not  envision  an  end  times  brought  on 
by  the  political  restoration  of  kings, 
temples,  priests  and  lands,  or  the  selective 
salvation  of  Zionist  Christians  at  the 
expense  of  Jews,  Moslems,  or  other 
Christians  and  other  faiths. 

In  1671,  while  suffering  from  a grave 
illness  brought  on  by  persecutions  in 
prison.  Fox  wrote: 

I saw  the  state  of  the  city  of  New 
Jerusalem,  which  comes,  out  of 
heaven...  which  the  professors  had 
looked  upon  to  be  like  an  outward 
city  or  some  town  that  had  come  out 
of  the  elements.  ...  The  spiritual 
reign  of  Christ  Jesus  in  this  great  city 
is  within  the  light,  the  city  of  the 
living  God  . . . the  gate  stands  open 
night  and  day  that  all  may  come  in 
here.  ...  (Gwyn,  200) 

According  to  Gwyn,  “those  in  the 
city  are  engaged  in  the  restoration  of  all 
things  to  God’s  order  and  kingdom.” 

In  paraphrasing  my  Pendle  Hill 
Pamphlet  (No.  279),  I will  end  with 
this  call  to  spiritual  activism  in  the  face 
of  anti-Christian  theologians  of  socio- 
political parentage: 

The  prisons  of  Scarborough  Castle 
still  hold  our  own,  whether  we 
recognize  their  faces  or  not.  The  streets 
of  Lichfield  live  on  in  the  West  Bank 
and  Gaza  refugee  camps  of  the  occupied 
peoples.  The  prisons  of  Scarborough 
Castle  are  still  found  at  Guantanamo 
Bay  and  Baghdad. 

And  the  war  of  fear  upon  freedom 
of  17*  century  England  persists  in  our 
own  times  where  indefinite  detentions 
and  military  assassination  based  on 
suspicion  are  the  norm. 

Christian  Zionism  is  indeed  scary 
to  Christians,  Jews,  and  Moslems  alike 
and  will  be  self-fulfilling  except  for 
enlightened  Jews,  Moslems,  Christians 
and  all  people  of  good  will  who  will 
rise  up  to  carry  the  day  over  the  evil 
empires  of  war  lords  and  soothsayers. 
A new  heaven  and  new  earth  are 
coming.  Let  freedom  ring;  then  fear 
will  truly  die.  □ 


Quakers  were  called  to  a Lamb’s  War 
but  not  a violent  one  like  Lindsey’s 
interpretations  of  the  War  of 
Armageddon... The  Puritan’s  violent 
predestinarianism  was  countered  by  Fox  with 
a nonviolent,  optimistic  vision... 
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A Quaker  In  Show  Biz  _ 


BY  Sharon  Dolye 

Orange  Grove  Meeting, 
Pasadena  , CA 


David  Levinson  stretched  out 
luxuriously  and  put  his  shoes  up  on 
his  desk.  It  took  me  a minute  to  realize 
vv^hy  he  had  done  it.  He  wanted  me  to 
notice  the  brand  name  (something  Swiss) 
on  the  sole  and  by  inference,  know  how 
much  they  cost.  I blinked  and  went  back 
to  our  discussion.  We  had  put  together  a 
story  for  a television  series  he  was 
producing  about  a threatened  stretch  of 
Old  Growth  forest.  At  the  climax,  an 
unorthodox  congressman  saves  the  forest 
by  releasing  an  endangered  species  into 
it.  We  had  sent  the  treatment  upstairs 
and  the  answer  had  come  back:  “Steve 
Cannell  doesn’t  give  a ****  about  trees.” 
David,  an  old  lefty  and  one  of  the 
most  perverse  men  I have  ever  known, 
grinned  at  me.  “I  don’t  know  why  I let 
you  talk  me  into  something  so  stupid. 
Don’t  ever  bring  trees  up  again.”  Then 
he  went  on  to  extol  the  sexual  attributes 
of  an  actress  we  were  using.  Like  most 
women  in  Hollywood,  I had  learned  to 
turn  a deaf  ear  to  the  “boy”  talk.  It  seemed 
to  be  the  price  of  admission.  (It  would 
be  some  years  before  I went  to  a meeting 
where  there  were  more  women  than  men 
in  the  room — and  then  we  tortured  the 
men  with  descriptions  of  labor.  ) 

David  and  I went  on  to  our  next 
meeting  on  a script  I was  writing  on  the 
underground  railroad  for  victims  of  child 
abuse.  The  head  writer,  a bully  who 
specialized  in  savage  sarcasm,  pounded 


my  story  to  smithereens  and  proved  he 
was  much  more  interested  in  winning  an 
argument  than  being  right  about  anything. 

It  was  a long  day. 

What  was  a Quaker  doing  in  this 
room?  I didn’t  share  any  values  except 
those  of  liberal  politics  with  the  people  I 
was  working  with.  They  liked  my  ability 
to  write,  and  my  sense  of  humor,  but  they 
looked  down  on  the  car  I drove,  the 
clothes  I wore  and  the  computer  I used. 
They  regarded  all  Christians  as  narrow- 
minded bigots.  They  could  not  understand 
why  I would  continue  to  be  a freelancer 
rather  than  work  on  the  staff  of  a show 
and  spend  12  hours  a day  making 
television  (and  real  money).  The  fact  that 
I had  three  children  under  the  age  of  6 
at  home  who  might  need  some  of  my 
time  didn’t  impress  them  as  an  argument. 
It  was  a code  for  not  really  being  talented. 

How  could  a Quaker  stay  in  that 
room?  And  the  answer  is  simply  this — 
for  all  its  faults,  television  is  a bully  pulpit. 
The  first  episode  I wrote  for  Cagney  and 
Lacey  reached  16  million  people  with  a 
story  about  the  underground  railroad  for 
Salvadoran  refugees.  The  second  movie 
I wrote,  about  Georgia  Tann,  a sociopath 
who  stole  babies  in  1940s  Tennessee 
under  the  guise  of  being  the  “guardian 
angel  of  Tennessee’s  adopted  children,” 
re-united  a man  with  his  long  lost  sisters. 
A movie  I wrote  about  a judge  in 
Montana  whose  battle  with  the  local 


militia  types  came  about  only  because  she 
refused  to  stop  doing  her  job  accurately 
depicted  that  fear  is  every  bit  as 
debilitating  as  violence.  Another  movie 
dramatized  the  capriciousness  of  our  legal 
system  when  it  comes  to  the  death  penalty. 
Nero  Wolfe^  the  series  I wrote  based  on 
the  books  of  Rex  Stout  (who  was  a 
birthright  Quaker),  was  not  particularly 
socially  relevant,  but  starred  the  English 
language  in  a way  a reductive  medium 
ignores.  In  order  to  write  these  things,  I 
have  had  to  stay  in  that  room  and  make 
some  strange  bedfellows.  I admit  that 
some  of  their  values  have  affected  me  and 
that  I constantly  battle  cynicism, 
materialism,  and  the  temptation  to 
manipulate  power  to  my  own  ends.  (Of 
course,  if  I did  it  successfully,  there  might 
be  a series  on  television  called  “Touched 
by  a Quaker.”) 

When  I confess  my  occupation  to 
Friends,  they  look  at  me  suspiciously. 
How  can  I stand  being  so  “in  the  world?” 
Should  I not  retreat  from  it  and  be  with 
like-minded  people?  Teach  school.  Do 
social  work.  Avoid  the  profane  and 
debased  values  of  the  people  in  the 
television  business.  But  1 think  Qiiakers 
need  to  be  visible  in  that  world.  I believe 
if  we  abandon  the  pulpits  to  the  infidel, 
we  deserve  what  we  get.  I believe  that  if 
you  are  only  preaching  to  the  choir  you 
are  not  changing  minds — and  you  are  not 
expanding  your  own.  1 have  always  been 
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annoyed  with  the  Quakers  of 
Pennsylvania  for  abandoning  their  posts 
and  giving  up  on  the  possibility  of  creating 
the  Peaceable  Kingdom.  If  Quakers  are 
to  affect  the  world  we  live  in,  we  need  to 
be  willing  to  travel  both  to  the  Sultan’s 
palace  and  into  the  wilderness  and  dwell 
among  the  savages.  I suppose  it  would 
help  if  we  traveled  in  pairs  as  we  are 
admonished  to. 

But  just  being  in  that  room  and  being 
myself,  I have  had  my  effect  on  them.  I 
am  not  a hero.  I have  not  tried  to 
proselytize.  I speak  truth  to  power  but 
not  to  the  extent  that  it  will  cost  me  my 
job  and  my  opportunity  to  use  that  bully 
pulpit.  (Occasionally  I have  not  been  able 
to  resist  and  been  shown  the  door.)  But 
first  and  foremost — I have  always  treated 
people  honestly  and  expected  to  be  treated 
honestly  in  return.  By  and  large,  this  is 
an  enormously  subversive  tactic  in  a world 
where  everyone  is  trying  to  take  credit 
for  other  people’s  work.  You  can’t  steal 
from  someone  who  doesn’t  lock  her  doors. 


North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
Epistles  AND  Minutes 


To  Friends  everywhere: 

The  32"^^  annual  session  of  North 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  convened  in 
Missoula,  Montana  from  July  29  through 
August  1”,  2004.  We  greeted  old  and  new 
Friends  with  joy,  and  shared  our 
experiences  of  travel  and  travail  in  arriving 
at  this  beautiful  mountainous  state.  In 
worship  each  day,  we  shared  that  portion 
of  the  Light  which  flowed  through  each 
of  us.  We  celebrated  the  lives  and 
remembered  the  gifts  of  those  no  longer 
here. 

Our  Friend  in  Residence,  Eden  Grace 
from  Beacon  Hill  Meeting,  New 
England  Yearly  Meeting,  spoke  of  how 
God  moved  through  her  during  a life- 
changing traumatic  personal  experience. 
She  likened  her  journey  to  that  of  the 
Israelites  in  the  wilderness.  She  affirmed 
that  the  path  forward  lay  through  the 
brokenness,  illuminated  one  step  at  a 
time.  We  understood  that  she  was  willing 
to  relinquish  her  willfulness  and  embrace 
her  willingness.  Soon  she  will  be  working 
as  field  staff  in  Kenya  with  Friends  United 
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I think  people  are  hungry  for  trust  and  in 
a funny  way,  try  to  be  better  people 
around  me.  Second,  I have  always  looked 
for  good  in  people  and  generally  I have 
found  it.  David  Levinson  had  an  unwritten 
code  of  generosity  when  it  came  to  credits. 
Tim  Hutton,  who  tortured  me  daily  over 
Nero  Wolfe  scripts,  also  saw  to  it  that  I 
was  invited  to  dinner  every  Sunday  night 
while  living  alone  in  Toronto.  Third,  I 
always  speak  to  everyone  as  an  equal. 
This  has  made  some  people  nervous  to 
the  point  of  not  hiring  me  twice,  but  by 
and  large,  it  has  made  my  exchanges  with 
people  educational  for  both  of  us.  I 
remember  when  David  bought  his 
Compaq  computer  with  every  bell  and 
whistle  imaginable  and  I bought  my 
Tandy  1000,  he  accused  me  of  being 
cheap.  I replied  that  no,  I just  didn’t  care 
what  it  cost.  He  blinked  at  me  and  then 
he  nodded.  That  he  could  respect. 

I thank  God  for  Orange  Grove 
Meeting,  which  is  my  respite  from  the 
storms.  Meeting  for  Worship  is  essential 


to  my  survival,  of  course,  but  I think  it  is 
committee  work  that  saves  my  soul. 
Doing  the  dishes  after  potluck,  visiting 
the  sick  and  dying,  working  on  a cause 
together,  teaching  First  Day  School,  or 
reviewing  the  new  queries — aU  of  these 
things  have  kept  me  grounded  in  a way 
that  sometimes  even  my  family  could  not. 
Just  as  Meeting  nurtures  those  who  are 
peripatetic  and  go  on  missions  or  spend 
time  at  Pendle  Hill  or  Friends  General 
Conference  and  come  back  home  to  share 
their  insights  and  glory,  I like  to  think 
that  Meeting  nurtures  those  who  do 
battle  in  the  real  world  to  remain  true  to 
Quaker  values  and  make  them  known  to 
a wider  audience.  □ 

Sharon  has  helped  to  start  “Monthly  Films  by 
Friends”  (which  has  turned  into  a sort  of  Arts 
Potluck)  at  Orange  Grove  Friends  Meeting. 
Th  is  group  meets  on  the  third  First  Day  of  the 
month  at  7:00  PM.  Anyone  who  wants  to  share 
a film  they’ve  made,  a script,  novel  or  poem 
they’ve  written,  or  a song  they  just  gotta  sing. 


Meeting  in  conjunction  with  the  East 
African  yearly  meetings. 

In  epistles  from  around  the  world, 
we  saw  reaffirmations  of  the  Quaker 
peace  testimony,  and  its  roots  in  our 
religious  experience.  Our  own  local  State 
of  Society  reports  also  reflected  en- 
thusiastic work  for  peace.  We  know  we 
are  not  called  to  do  everything;  but  as 
one  worship  sharing  group  heard, 
“Where  the  passion  of  your  heart 
intersects  with  the  world’s  need,  that  is 
the  place  to  throw  the  frail  ounces  of  your 
weight”  (author  unknown). 

The  clerk  patiently  educated  us  about 
Friends’  business  process.  In  speaking 
about  finances,  he  noted  that  we  appear 
to  follow  the  example  of  John  Woolman 
in  limiting  our  income,  and  of  the 
Cadburys  in  expending  moneys  in  support 
of  our  concerns. 

Margaret  Fraser,  general  secretary  for 
the  section  of  the  Americas  for  Friends 
World  Committee  for  Consultation 
(FWCC)  and  Patty  Federighi  from  North 
Seattle  Friends  Church,  Northwest  Yearly 
Meeting,  joined  our  FWCC  re- 
presentatives in  presenting  an  overview 
of  the  committee’s  activities. 


The  following  minute  arose  from  an 
interest  group  convened  because  of  recent 
legislative  attempts  to  restrict  marriage: 
“In  accordance  with  the  historical 
testimony  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends  on  equality  and  marriage,  the 
North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  opposes  all 
attempts  to  deny  legal  recognition  of 
marriage  of  same  sex  couples.”  Yearly 
Meeting  approved  and  wiU  publicize  this 
minute. 

Saturday  afternoon.  Friends  scattered 
to  various  community  work  projects 
around  Missoula. 

During  our  traditional  Community 
Night — full  of  music,  skits,  and 
laughter — we  gave  a standing  ovation  to 
our  member  Peg  Morton,  who  described 
her  ninety-day  imprisonment  for  protest 
at  the  Western  Hemisphere  School  For 
Security  Cooperation  (formerly  the 
School  of  the  Americas),  where  the 
United  States  military  trains  other 
militaries  in  the  tools  of  torture  and 
repression. 

We  threshed  whether  or  not  to  lay 
down  annual  session  in  2006  when 
Friends  General  Conference  will  be  com- 
ing to  the  Northwest,  then  minuted  our 
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intent  to  have  an  annual  session,  without 
specifying  the  form  or  time  that  annual 
session  will  take  place.  We  realized  that 
we  have  become  a precious  community 
to  each  other. 

Our  meeting  closed  with  worship. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting,  Jon 
Prescott,  Presiding  clerk. 

Junior  Friends  Epistle 
Dear  Friends, 

We  gathered  this  year  for  our 
summer  camp  in  2004.  We  enjoyed  a 
gigantic  campsite  in  Farragut  State  Park. 
There  we  enjoyed  the  theme  of  our  camp 
this  year,  friends  with  a little  “f.”  We 
spent  our  time  socializing,  swimming, 
hanging  out  around  the  campfire,  and  in 
worship  sharing.  We  also  had  two  brief 
business  meetings  in  preparation  for 
annual  session.  Despite  the  intrusions  of 
animals  into  our  programs,  such  as  the 
yellowjackets,  squirrels,  and  a ground 
squirrel  named  “Digger.”  It  was  a fun 
time  for  all.  We  closed  with  a worship 
campfire  and  closing  circle. 

At  Yearly  we  were  troubled  by  the 
breakdown  of  one  of  the  Junior  Friend’s 
vehicles.  Fortunately,  they  were  able  to 
get  to  Missoula  no  less  than  5 hours  late. 

Continuing  in  our  theme,  we 
played  games  of  Frisbee  golf,  cards,  and 
hung  out  a lot  more.  Due  to  the  excellent 
job  of  our  clerks,  we  finished  a large 
amount  of  business  quickly. 

Our  most  notable  accomplishment 
was  the  finished  minute  of  an  honor 
board,  the  result  of  several  years’  work. 

To  help  pay  for  a rented  van  and  to 
help  our  friends  get  back  home,  we  raised 
money  by  selling  t-shirts  and  shaving 
people’s  heads  for  cash.  We  managed  to 
raise  about  $1,000  from  our  t-shirts  and 
$125  from  haircuts  to  send  Junior 
Friends  home.  We  were  very 
appreciative  of  the  Yearly  Meeting’s 
montetary  support. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  we  scattered 
in  groups  and  in  spirit  for 
intergenerational  service  projects  in  the 
Missoula  area.  After  the  service  projects 
some  of  us  hosted  an  interest  group  on 
conscientious  objection. 

We  finished  off  Saturday  night  with 


a skit  for  community  night  and  a costume 
party. 

We  concluded  our  gathering  with 
a closing  circle  on  Sunday  morning. 

With  love,  NPYM  Junior  Friends 

Young  Friends 
Dear  Friends, 

We  experienced  a rewarding 
weekend  that  saw  the  continuation  of  the 
birth  of  the  Young  Friends  group  that  we 
all  seek.  We  undertook  a visioning 
process  to  help  define  what  we  would 
like  the  Young  Friends  to  be,  and  felt  a 
new  sense  of  legitimacy  while  sitting 
through  hours  and  hours  of  business 
meetings  aimed  at  creating  a framework 
for  Young  Friends  in  the  future.  Of  course, 
we  mixed  in  the  fun  , taking  a trip  to  the 
Blackfoot  River,  and  hiking  up  the  “M” 
[a  marker  for  Montana  on  the  hillside 
near  the  University]  Saturday  night  en 
route  to  a mountainside  worship  sharing. 
We  still  have  a lot  of  work  to  do  towards 
our  ideal  group,  but  one  focus  we  have 
agreed  that  the  group  needs  is  to  develop 
a stronger  relationship  with  the  adult 
Meeting.  We  are  excited  for  the  future 
of  Young  Friends  and  the  possibility  of 
gatherings  outside  of  Yearly  Meeting. 

Thank  you,  the  NPYM  Young 
Friends. 

Infants,  Toddlers  and  Preschool 

Greetings  from  Preschool  and  Infant/ 
Toddlers  Children’s  program. 

We  made  princess  hats. 

We  dressed  up  and  did  a bird  dance, 
a butterfly  dance  and  a Koala  dance.  We 
drew  chalk  pictures  outside  and  met  the 
bigger  kids.  Some  of  us  played  in  the 
pool  and  sprinkler.  We  made  a tissue 
and  glue  picture. 

Kaeli  Frank  presented  the  Epistle 
from  the  first  and  second  grade.  We 
played  games  and  made  music.  At  the 
theater,  we  saw  the  big  backstage.  We 
built  a community  together  that  had  a 
bakery  and  a pharmacy  and  a farm  and 
apartments  and  a train. 

This  epistle,  along  with  a picture,  was 
presented  by  Marika  Kromberg  and  Eliza 
Reynolds. 


The  third  — fifth  graders 

Dear  Friends,  We  are  the  “not- 
quite-youngest  Friends” — in  other  words, 
the  third  through  fifth  graders.  We  talked 
about  Life  from  the  center.  We  put  on  a 
play  about  our  theme.  We  played  lots  of 
games  that  had  to  do  with  circles  and 
centers.  To  play  Amoeba  we  chose  one 
nucleus  to  be  the  brain  and  the  rest  of  us 
held  hands  in  a circle  around  the  nucleus 
and  we  went  up  and  down  the  stairs  and 
elevator.  We  also  played  Snake  Pit  and 
Telephone.  We  did  yoga  asanas  called 
“palm  tree”  and  “blooming  flower.”  We 
made  mandalas  and  thought  about  how 
to  make  them  unique  and  personal.  Some 
of  us  are  also  making  “God’s  eyes.”  We 
went  on  two  field  trips  to  the  children’s 
theater  and  the  amazing  carousel.  It  was 
so,  so  fun,  and  one  of  us  got  the  golden 
ring.  This  epistle  was  prestented  by  Jordon 
Selker,  Emilie  Garrison,  and  Skylar  Grove. 

Central  Friends 

Dear  Friends  around  the  world. 

The  2004  NPYM  met  in  Missoula 
Montana,  ready  to  have  some  fun.  In  our 
Yearly  Meeting  Central  Friends  are  the 
children  in  6*,  7'^  and  8'^  grades.  We 
started  out  the  weekend  by  discussing  in 
depth  the  rules  for  Capture  the  Flag.  This 
gave  us  an  opportunity  for  consensus 
building. 

Friday  we  left  for  our  inner  tubing 
trip.  But  before  we  left  we  went  to  the 
Missoula  Children’s  Theater.  We  got  to 
sit  on  a bench  that  had  been  in  the  Green 
Room  for  the  Ed  Sullivan  show.  We 
then  took  the  tour  of  the  theater  and 
played  improv  games  on  the  stage. 

Once  we  left  we  went  to  the 
Blackfoot  River  and  floated  down  it.  We 
saw  two  water  snakes,  and  a few  of  the 
people  wouldn’t  get  back  in  the  water. 
Most  of  us  got  pretty  banged  up  from 
the  rapids  and  the  big  rocks. 

The  next  morning  we  did  worship 
discussions.  Our  query  was:  “How  do 
you  support  your  friends  in  a peaceful 
way? 

For  lunch  that  day  we  had  a simple 
meal  (beans  and  rice).  A few  of  us  were 

“Epistles,  “continued  on  page  14 
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Bjorn  Bear 
Before  and 
After 


A Hair- Razing  Fundraiser  at  NPYM 


When  Nikki  Lowe’s  1990  Buick  Skylark  died  in  the  line  of  duty — carrying 
Junior  Friends  and  their  gear  to  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting’s  annual  session — 
Junior  Friends  decided  to  raise  money  to  defray  some  of  her  expenses.  For  a 
fundraiser,  Kathryn  Willard  and  Bjorn  Bear  agreed  to  be  shorn  as  NPYM  Friends 
watched  (and  contributed  money)  with  sheer  delight. 

There  were  gasps  in  the  audience  as  Kathryn  Willard’s  gray  locks  fell  to  the 
ground,  leaving  her  with  a butch  cut  and  a broad  smile. 

Kathryn  responded  philosophically. 

“Hair  today,  gone  tomorrow,”  she  said. 

Bjorn  Bear,  known  for  his  foxy  “shaggy,  shaggy  locks,”  made  the  ultimate 
sacrifice,  giving  up  five  pounds  (more  or  less)  of  dark  brown  curls  that  were  the 
envy  of  many  female  Friends.  So  legendary  were  Bjorn’s  locks  that  they  were 
gathered  up  and  preserved. 

“Some  Friends  wanted  me  to  become  a bare-faced  Quaker,”  said  Bjorn,  “but 
the  idea  of  being  a beardless  Bear  was,  well,  unbearable.” 


Photos  on  p.  12:  Top  left:  Judy  and  Molly  Visscher;  top  right:  Carrie  Glasby  with  her  bear 
friend. 

Center  left:  Starshine  with  her  birthday  rose;  center  right:  Ted  Etter  and  Bev  Javins 
singing  “Cows  with  Guns.  "Bottom:  Friendly  singers. 


October  2004  Friends  Bulletin 


13 


“Epistles,  ” continued  from  page  11 
not  too  thrilled,  but  we  decided  it  was 
for  a good  cause  which  is  Right  Sharing 
of  World  Resources. 

Almost  all  of  us  did  service  projects 
Saturday  afternoon.  We  did  prairie 


Friendly  News 


Multnomah  Friends 
Hold  Press  Conference 
IN  Support  of  Same-Sex 
Marriage 

Members  of  Multnomah  Monthly 
Meeting  (Portland,  OR)  held  a press 
conference  on  August  2,  2004,  to  draw 
attention  to  the  issue  of  same-sex 
marriage,  which  has  become  a hot  topic 
in  Oregon  (see  photo  on  right). 
Although  media  attention  was  less  than 
hoped,  there  were  some  video  clips  aired 
on  one  TV  channel. 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  has 
approved  a minute  on  Marriage  Equality 
consonant  with  Multnomah  MM’s  and 
has  formed  a committee  that  will  work 
against  restrictive  constitutional 
amendments  now  proposed  in  Oregon  and 
Montana.  Because  NPYM  will  place  a 
statement  of  opposition  in  the  Oregon 
Voter’s  Pamphlet,  Multnomah  Friends  no 
longer  feel  it  necessary  to  place  one  of  its 
own,  as  was  previously  approved. 

Multnomah  Meeting’s  Ad  Hoc 
Committee’s  concerns  extend  beyond  the 
civil  rights  issue  on  which  much  of  the 
organized  opposition  to  discriminatory 
legislation  is  focused.  Believing  in  the 
spiritual  nature  of  marriage  between  two 
loving  persons,  Multnomah  Friends  have 
been  distressed  by  appropriation  of  the 
religious  argument  by  the  “defense  of 
marriage”  crowd  and  seek  opportunity  to 
affirm  the  spiritual  equality  and  value  of 
all  loving  relationships. 

“We  want  to  keep  the  dialogue  open,” 
says  Bonnie  Tinker,  convenor  of  North 
Pacific  YM’s  Committee  on  Marriage 
Equality.  “We  hope  to  arrange  for  round 
table  discussions  of  the  issue  with  others 
from  different  religious  backgrounds,  and 
we’re  making  plans  to  explore  various 
possibilities  for  dialogue. ”□ 


restoration,  community  gardening,  and  had  a good  experience  at  their  annual 
worked  at  the  homeless  shelter  folding  sessions  also. 

clothes.  The  Central  Friends  Epistle  was 

Sunday  we  did  worship  walking.  We  presented  by  Julie  Selker  and  Iris 
will  be  leaving  for  camp  this  afternoon.  Lewandowski.  Friends  greeted  Iris's  13th 
We  had  a good  time  and  hope  that  others  birthday  by  singing  “Happy  Birthday.  ” 


Left  to  right:  Mitch  Santine  Gould  (Multnomah  Monthly  Meeting),  Peg  Morton  (Eugene  Friends  Meeting), 
Leonora  Kent  (Clerk,  Willamette  Valley  Quarterly  Meeting — all  of  Oregon),  Tim  Crump  (Clerk,  Multnomah 
Monthly  Meeting),  Bonnie  Tinker  (Convener,  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Committee  on  Marriage  Equality — 
Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho  & Montana),  and  Greg  Berleman  Thompson  (Multnomah  Monthly  Meeting, 
married  to  partner  Doug  Michael  on  March  3,  2004). 


North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
State  of  Society  Report  2004 

Compiled  by  Linda  Ellsworth, 
Eastside  Meeting  (Bellevue,  WA) 

Agate  Passage  Friends  Meeting, 
Poulsbo,  WA,  has  completed  its  first  year 
as  a Monthly  Meeting  and  has  taken  in 
11  members — 10  by  transfer  and  1 by 
convincement. 

Astoria  Worship  Group  was  laid 
down  in  June  2004. 

Bellingham  (WA)  Friends  Meeting. 
Our  monthly  newsletter  includes  regular 
“Speaking  Truth  to  Power”  action  items 
and  an  “Eco-suggestion  of  the  Month.” 
Billings  (MT)  Friends  Meeting  con- 
tinues to  struggle. 

Boise  Valley  (ID)  Monthly  Meet- 
ing. A welcoming  potluck  for  two  new 
members  became  a celebration  of  our 
Meeting  community  with  the  sharing  of 
poems,  stories,  music  and  art. 

Bridge  City  Friends  Meeting,  Seattle 
WA,  became  a Monthly  Meeting  this  past 
May.  It  has  begun  the  process  to  accept 
members  into  Meeting. 


Buckley  (WA)  Worship  Group  has 
doubled  in  size  with  two  new  regular 
attenders  who  recently  moved  nearby. 
Central  Oregon  Worship  Group. 
“Our  small  worship  group  feels  like  a 
family.  Whenever  someone  is  missing, 
we  feel  it  strongly.” 

Chelan-Methow  (WA)  Worship 
Group  meets  every  other  week  and  in- 
cludes potluck  and  discussion  as  weU  as 
worship. 

Corvallis  (OR)  Monthly  Meeting. 
“The  depth  of  our  worship  has  increased 
through  Friends’  participation  in  small 
groups  such  as  clearness  committees,  care 
committees,  and  spiritual  sharing  groups.” 
Dillon  Worship  Group  is  a lively 
group  that  meets  every  other  week. 
Eastside  Monthly  Meeting 
(Bellevue,  WA)  organized  a candlelight 
vigil  for  the  International  Day  of  Peace 
in  downtown  Bellevue  with  75  partici- 
pants from  various  faith  and  community 
groups. 

Ellensburg  (WA)  Worship  Group 
now  hasMeeting  for  Worship  every  week. 
“Sometimes  there  are  only  two  of  us 
present,  but  at  least  we  don’t  get  confused 
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about  which  week  is  Meeting.” 

Eugene  (OR)  Friends  Meeting.  “We 
have  been  enriched  by  the  activism  of  a 
member  who  followed  a leading  to  en- 
gage in  civil  disobedience  at  the  School 
of  the  Americas.  We  held  her  in  the  light 
daily  as  she  served  three  months  in  fed- 
eral prison.” 

Eureka  (MT)  Worship  Group. 

Fanno  Creek  Worship  Group,  Port- 
land, OR.  “Though  small,  we  have  a core 
group  of  consistent  attenders  and  have  re- 
cently welcomed  three  new  regular 
attenders  to  our  numbers.  We  meet  ev- 
ery other  week  and  are  continuing 
through  the  summer  for  the  first  time  in 
several  years.” 

Florence  (OR)  Worship  Group  held 
a Meeting  for  Worship  at  Ernie  and  Mary 
Lou  Goertzen’s  home  this  year,  just  be- 
fore he  passed  away.  “After  Meeting,  we 
joined  Ernie  for  a time  of  singing  around 
his  bedside.” 

Glacier  Valley  (MT)  Worship 
Group.  “There  are  five  of  us  that  meet 
every  Sunday.  We  hosted  a spring  retreat 
with  Missoula  Monthly  Meeting.” 
Great  Falls  (MT)  Worship  Group. 
“We  are  a little  group  on  fire  with  big 
visions.  This  year  we  are  moving  the 
Hiroshima  commemoration  to  the  west 
bank  of  the  Missouri  River  so  the  wind 
will  blow  the  floating  candle  flames  away 
from  the  kindling-dry  shores.” 

Grays  Harbor  Worship  Group, 
Westport,  WA,  is  a newly  formed  \vor- 
ship  group  that  meets  every  Sunday. 
Heartland  (MT)  Monthly  Meeting. 
Our  big  news  is  that  we  have  been  given 
a home  in  Bozeman.  We  are  no  longer  a 
virtual  Meeting.  As  a result,  we  have  a 
new  Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee 
and  Monthly  Meeting  for  Business.  Our 
sense  of  community  continues  to  deepen 
and  grow. 

Helena  (MT)Worship  Group.  For  iso- 
lated Friends,  Quarterly  and  Yearly  Meet- 
ing gatherings  are  especially  important. 
Lopez  Island  (WA)  Worship  Group 
now  has  a second  hour  in  the  format  of 
Worship  Sharing  every  fourth  Sunday. 
It  has  been  well  received  with  higher  at- 
tendance on  these  days. 

Marysville  Friends  Worship  Group, 
Stanwood,  WA.  “The  biggest  change 


for  our  group  is  that  we  are  meeting  each 
First  Day  (instead  of  twice  a month). 
This  has  strengthened  our  ties  to  each 
other.” 

Methow  Valley  Worship  Group, 
Twisp,  WA,  is  a brand  new  worship 
group  that  hs  only  met  a few  times.  “One 
attender  travels  from  the  Okanagon  Val- 
ley to  meet  with  us.” 

Mission  Valley  (MT)  Worship 
Group  is  a spirit-filled  group  of  8 to  10 
Friends  that  meets  every  other  week. 
Soup  and  sharing  follow  silent  worship. 
Missoula  (MT)  Monthly  Meeting. 
“We  are  proud  to  say  we  have  survived 
the  stress  of  organizing  Annual  Session. 
We  have  moved  in  two  new  directions 
this  year:  1)  We’ve  started  spiritual  nur- 
ture groups  to  encourage  our  Meeting’s 
spiritual  vitality.  2)  Our  finance  com- 
mittee is  helping  us  vision  an  intentional 
relationship  with  money.” 

Mountain  View  Worship  Group. 
Multnomah  Monthly  Meeting,  Port- 
land, OR.  “We  are  making  efforts  to  visit 
the  three  Worship  Groups  under  our  care 
more  often.  We  give  thanks  for  the  faith- 
ful spirit  of  these  small  groups.” 
Olympia  (WA)  Friends  Meeting.  “We 
provided  another  year  of  leadership  and 
service  to  the  Friends  Committee  on 
Washington  State  Public  Policy.  The 
lobbying  team  and  a majority  of  the  leg- 
islative committee  are  from  our  Meet- 
ing.” 

Pocatello  (ID)  Worship  Group. 
“Our  group  is  sad  this  year  as  one  of  our 
families  is  moving  to  Texas.  Losing  two 
people  out  of  a group  of  eight  represents 
a lot  for  us.  On  the  more  positive  side 
our  study  group  is  going  strong.” 

Port  Townsend  (WA)  Friends  Meet- 
ing. “We  participate  in  local,  state,  and 
national  social  action  programs  and  also 
experience  inward  care  and  love  for  each 
other.  We  have  started  worshipping  in 
song  before  Meeting  twice  a month.” 
Pullman-Moscow  (WA)  Monthly 
Meeting:  “We  have  adopted  two  Min- 
utes this  year:  one  to  support  the  right  of 
same-sex  couples  to  be  united  in  mar- 
riage, and  a second  one  to  state  our  op- 
position to  slavery. 

Salem  (OR)  Friends  Meeting.  “We 
created  a Peace  Window  display  at  the 


Salem  Public  Library.  It  was  so  well  re- 
ceived that  we  were  asked  to  leave  it  up 
for  a second  month.” 

Salmon  Bay  Friends  Monthly  Meet- 
ing, Seattle,  WA.  “This  was  a year  of 
celebrations  with  a welcoming  party,  two 
goodbye  parties,  and  four  moving  parties 
in  addition  to  our  regular  Christmas  Party 
and  New  Year’s  ritual.” 

San  Juan  Worship  Group,  Friday 
Habor,  WA,  meets  each  Sunday  in 
Friends’  homes.  There  is  Worship  Shar- 
ing once  a month  with  thought-provok- 
ing questions. 

Sandpoint  (ID)  Friends  Meeting.  “In 
the  winter  of  2003,  our  Meeting  joined  a 
community  effort  to  hold  a 24/7  peace 
vigil.  We  welcomed  new  members  and 
attenders  as  a result.” 

Shelton  (WA)  Worship  Group  has  a 
core  group  of  two  families  who  meet 
twice  a month  for  silent  worship  and  a 
potluck  with  really  good  food. 
Sheridan  (WY)  Worship  Group  con- 
tinues as  a strong,  small  spiritual  hub  for 
the  lives  of  its  members.  “We  enjoy  our 
active  connection  with  the  Wyoming 
Friends  Meeting  as  well  as  our  less  ac- 
tive link  with  NPYM.” 

Sky  Valley  Worship  Group.  “With 
only  three  regular  attenders,  we  value  our 
connections  with  Friends  from  other  lo- 
cations. This  year  we  had  a memorable 
visit  with  Quaker  Hill  Friends  Meeting 
in  Jamaica.” 

South  Seattle  Worship  Group,  Sul- 
tan, WA.  “We  enjoy  meeting  together  on 
a weekly  basis  now  and  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  our  new  First  Day  school  program.” 
South  Mountain  Friends  Meeting, 
Ashland,  OR.  “This  winter  we  began 
the  long-planned-for  Meeting  House  re- 
model. Work  parties  to  tear  down  Meet- 
ing House  walls  have  engendered  com- 
munity building  amongst  ourselves  and 
Peace  House  (who  share  our  facility).” 
Tacoma  (WA)  Friends  Meeting.  “Our 
move  to  our  new  Meeting  House,  which 
we  purchased  from  Hillside  Community 
Church  (and  now  share  with  them),  has 
broadened  our  identity  in  the  commu- 
nity as  active  participants  in  a growing 
peace  movement.” 

Tonasket  (WA)  Friends  Worship 
Group  is  a newly  formed  worship  group 
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in  north  central  Washington  that  meets 
weekly. 

UMPauA  Valley  Worship  Group, 
Roseberg,  OR. 

University  Friends  Meeting,  Seattle, 
WA.  The  Committee  for  Ministry  on 
Racial  Justice  (new  subcommittee  under 
Peace  and  Social  Concerns)  planned  a 
major  workshop  and  other  community 
events  with  Friend  in  Residence,  Vanessa 
Julye. 

Vashon  (WA)  Friends  Worship 
Group.  “We  treasure  the  return  of  two 
families  who  have  been  away  for  an  ex- 
tended period. 

Waldron  Island  (WA)  Worship 
Group.  Up  to  10%  of  the  Waldron  Is- 
land community  attend  Meeting  for 
Worship  each  First  Day. 

Walla  Walla  (WA)  Preparative 
Meeting.  “We  continue  our  perpetual 
Preparative  Meeting  status  begun  24 
years  ago.  We  are  deeply  involved  with 
Friends  Committee  on  Washington  State 
Public  Policy,  providing  two  of  its  five 
executive  committee  members.” 
Whidbey  Island  (WA)  Worship 
Group  now  meets  in  a semi-permanent 
location  with  a more  consistent  weekly 
attendance  including  the  Yearly  Meeting 
Secretary. 

Yakima  Valley  (WA)  Worship 
Group.  Worship  continues  in  the  Light. 
Faithful  members  moving  and  new 
Friends  finding  their  way  to  us. 

Arizona  Quaker  Becomes 
Centenarian! 

On  June  28, 

2004,  Viola 
Scott,  a mem- 
ber of  Pima 
Monthly 
Meeting 
(Tucson, 

AZ)  turned 
100  years  old. 

The  Meeting 
helped  Vi 
celebrate  this 
event  with,  of  course,  a delicious  potluck, 
which  was  also  attended  by  some  of  Vi’s 
relatives  and  other  friends.  At  the  festive 
gathering.  Friends  joined  Vi  in  singing 


many  favorite  hymns,  to  which  she  knows 
all  the  words. 

Vi  received  letters  of  congratulation 
from  both  President  Bush  and  President 
Clinton,  together  with  a photo  from  the 
latter,  and  she  was  presented  with  a cer- 
tificate from  the  Meeting  proclaiming  her 
to  be  Honorary  Founding  Member  of 

QUAKER  CENTENARIANS! 


FaiENDLY  Responses 


Absentee  Voting: 

A Way  to  Ensure  A Fair  Election? 

Dear  Editor,  I am  writing  about  voting 
during  the  upcoming  elections  this  fall. 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legis- 
lation, along  with  other  Quaker  organi- 
zations, are  encouraging  Friends  to  vote 
(see  FCNL  notice  on  p.  22).  But  many 
people  are  worried  that  history  may  re- 
peat itself  and  we  may  have  a replay  of 
the  catastrophic 
Florida  election  of 
2000.  With  only  a 
few  weeks  remain- 
ing tiU  Election  Day, 
how  can  we  ensure 
that  everyone  who 
qualifies  is  allowed 
to  vote  and  that  ev- 
ery vote  is  properly 
counted  in  Novem- 
ber? 

Thankfully,  a 
relatively  straight- 
forward solution  is 
available:  absentee 
balloting. 

By  taking  this 
simple  action  and 
spreading  the  word, 
we  can  contribute  to 
an  increased  likeli- 
hood of  compliance 
with  election  rules. 

Unlike  electronic 
voting,  absentee  bal- 
lots leave  a paper 
trail.  They  are  sealed 
and  mailed  subject  to 
the  rules  and  regu- 


lations of  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

It’s  easy  to  request  and  to  vote  by 
absentee  ballot.  If  you  are  already  regis- 
tered to  vote,  you  will  automatically  re- 
ceive an  absentee  ballot  request  form  in 
the  mail.  It  can  be  filled  out  in  a couple 
of  minutes  and  mailed  back.  An  absentee 
ballot  will  be  mailed  back  within  a week 
or  so.  Absentee  ballot  forms  can  also  be 
obtained  when  registering  to  vote,  and 
they  are  available  through  a variety  of 
political  and  other  organizations  at  no 
charge. 

By  enouraging  absentee  voting,  we 
contribute  to  the  greater  liklihood  of  fair, 
just  elections.  We  thereby  foster  a more 
inclusive  political  climate  that  encour- 
ages the  participation  and  equality  of  all 
citizens. 

What  could  be  more  Quakerly  than 
to  ensure  that  every  citizens’  voice  is 
heard;  that  each  vote  is  not  only  allowed, 
but  that  in  the  final  process  it  is  actually 
counted? 

— Yours  in  the  light,  Sarah  Armstrong  Jones 


A Quaker  Cookbocjk 


Published  by 
Quaker  Life  magazine 


With  over  75  Friends  mtA-Tings  contributing,  this 
2BB  page  book  features  flie  history'  of  each  meeting, 
their  favcjrite  recipe.s  and  a photo  cjf  the  meeting- 
house. Although  it  is  arranged  by  yearly  meeting,  a 
complete  index  will  enable  ct>oks  to  find  Ju.st  the  right 
recipe. 

Order  your  copy  today  for  only  $13.50  per  copy 
(plus  $4.00  shipping  on  first  copy;  add  $1 .00  for  each 
additional  book;  Indiana  residents  pay  6%  sales  tax). 

Order  from  Quaker  life,  101  Quaker  Hill  Drive, 
Richmond,  IN 47374;  email  quakerlife@fum.org;  phtjne 
(765)  ^2-7573. 
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Kerry  and  the  Peace  Testimony 

Dear  Friends:  At  Pacific  YM,  in  an 
evening  forum  convened  by  Peace  and 
Social  Order  Committee,  I spoke  from 
my  conviction  that  the  militarism 
displayed  at  the  Democratic  convention 
and  the  expressed  willingness  of  John 
Kerry  to  use  warfare  as  a primary 
instrument  of  US  policy  clearly  separate 
the  Kerry/Edwards  campaign  from 
Friends  peace  testimony. 

So  how  will  I vote?  In  California, 
my  vote  won’t  matter  much.  I am 
registered  as  Green  Party,  but  I see  no 
viable  progressive  alternative  candidate 
this  year.  While  the  policy  changes  and 
appointments  of  a Kerry/Edwards 
administration  will  probably  be  less 
harmful  to  the  country,  I don’t  see  them 
making  Americans  a more  peaceful 
people.  I understand  how  practical, 
political  reasons  for  favoring  Kerry  and 
Edwards  compel  some  Friends  to 
political  action. 

For  me  to  advocate  their  election  is 
contrary  to  my  understanding  of  what  it 
means  to  live  as  a witness  for  peace. 

— Tom  Farley,  Palo  Alto  (CA)  Meeting. 

An  Open  Letter  to  Senator  Kerry 
FROM  SOME  Friends  in 
Claremont, CA 

We,  the  undersigned,  are  members 
or  attenders  at  the  Claremont,  California, 
Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends.  We  write  out  of  the 
conviction  that  the  interests  of  our  own 
citizens,  as  well  as  those  of  the  peoples 
of  the  world,  demand  that  the  November 
election  signal  major  changes  in 
American  foreign  policy.  Therefore  we 
hope,  despite  any  potential  political 
advantage,  that  you  not  pursue  a “Bush 
Lite”  direction  with  respect  to  Iraq,  to 
our  relations  with  other  nations,  or  to  our 
national  goals.  We  recall  your  courageous 
opposition  to  the  Vietnam  War  as  well 
as  your  denunciation  of  the  Iran/Contra 
deal  and  look  forward  to  your  being 
similarly  forthright  in  the  present  crisis. 

The  United  States  is  currently 
perceived  around  the  world  as  an  imperial 
bully  bent  on  maintaining  its  economic/ 


military  dominance  at  any  cost. 
Unfortunately  this  perception  has  some 
justification.  The  Cold  War  is  over. 
Why  do  we  need  thousands  of  troops  in 
hundreds  of  bases  all  around  the  world? 
We  are  a great  people,  but  no  more 
without  moral  blemish  than  any  other 
people.  Solzhenitsyn  reminds  us  that 
“the  line  between  good  and  evil  passes 
through  every  human  heart.”  Do  you 
agree  with  us  that  whatever  we  have  to 
contribute  to  the  world  is  best  done  by 
example  and  not  dictation? 

We  are  supposedly  engaged  in  a “war 
on  terror,”  but  terrorism  is  not  an 
identifiable  enemy;  it  is  a combative 
technique.  A war  on  a technique  that  can 
be  applied  by  insurgent  groups  and 
national  entities  alike  is  truly  a war 
without  end.  And  while  prudent  efforts 
must  be  made  to  safeguard  our  people, 
the  notion  of  “homeland  security”  is  surely 
a chimera.  After  Madrid,  will  we  have 
metal  detectors  in  railroad  and  mass 
transit  stations?  Will  we  have  to  take  off 
our  shoes  before  boarding  a bus? 

We  urge  you.  Senator  Kerry,  to  chart 
a national  policy  based  on  cooperation 
rather  than  intimidation.  We  urge  you  to 
speak  to  the  huge  and  growing  disparities 
that  divide  human  beings  into  “haves”  and 
“have  nots”  and  to  point  out  that  in  that 
disparity  lie  the  origins  of  the  desperation 
that  supports  terrorist  acts.  Before  Samuel 
Huntington’s  cynical  prophesy  regarding 
the  clash  of  civilizations  becomes  true, 
we  urge  you  to  call  for  a new  try  at  a just 
peace  between  Israel  and  Palestine.  How 
can  we  possibly  develop  relationships 
based  on  trust  with  the  Muslim  world, 
when  we  give  virtually  unqualified 
support  to  the  most  reactionary  segment 
of  Israeli  politics? 

Finally,  Senator  Kerry,  we  see  no  way 
to  afford  help  and  assistance  to  poor 
people  and  struggling  nations  while  we 
remain  the  prisoners  of  the  military/ 
industrial  complex.  Dwight  Eisenhower 
had  it  right  when  he  said  in  1963:  “Every 
gun  that  is  made,  every  warship  launched, 
every  rocket  fired,  signifies  in  a final  sense 
a theft  from  those  who  are  not  fed,  those 
who  are  cold  and  are  not  clothed.  This 
world  in  arms  is  not  spending  money 
alone.  It  is  spending  the  sweat  of  its 


laborers,  the  genius  of  its  scientists,  the 
hopes  of  its  children.”  We  never  got  the 
“peace  dividend”  promised  at  the  end  of 
the  Cold  War.  Shouldn’t  we  now  sign 
the  land  mine  convention,  the  prohibition 
against  arms  trafficking  and  agree  to 
support  the  international  criminal  court 
and  the  Kyoto  agreement  as  gestures  that 
we  are  serious  about  pursuing  world 
peace  and  human  brotherhood?  Be  bold. 
Senator  Kerry.  Describe  the  world  we 
all  want  and  begin  to  craft  the  policies 
that  will  get  us  there. 

— Submitted  by  David  Levering,  Claremont 
(CA)  Meeting. 

“That  of  God”  in  George  Bush? 

Dear  Editor:  I read  with  some  sadness 
the  discussions  of  The  New  Pearl  Harbor 
printed  in  the  July  issue  of  Friends 
Bulletin.  I,  personally,  don’t  need 
conspiracy  theories  about  9/11  to  have 
significant  misgivings  about  where  the 
heart  of  this  administration  is  and  to  be 
deeply  troubled  by  its  actions.  Frankly,  I 
think  there  are  more  Friends  who  could 
use  some  guidance  in  finding  “that  of 
God”  in  Bush  and  the  members  of  his 
administration  than  in  finding  more 
reasons  to  despise  them  and  more  ways 
to  fall  into  detraction.  If  we  can’t  find 
common  ground  with  people  we  disagree 
with,  we  will  fall  into  the  trap  of 
forgetting  they  are  human  beings  who 
deserve  our  love  and  compassion. 

I find  some  solace  in  “we  can’t  see  all 
ends”  reminders,  and  I have  one  that  I 
thought  I would  share.  From  the  career 
of  (Republican)  Chief  Justice  Earl 
Warren  (1953-69):  during  WWII  he 
was  instrumental  in  the  internment  of 
Japanese  Americans;  in  1955  he  orch- 
estrated the  unanimous  Brown  v.  Board 
of  Education  decision.  In  this  time  of 
such  extreme  partisanship,  let  us  see  what 
love  can  do. 

— Isabel Penraeth,  Mountain  View  Friends 
Meeting  (Denver,  CO). 


Friends  are  encouraged  to  send  letters  to  the 
editor,  preferably  by  email,  to 
fiendsbulletin@aol.com  or  by  regular  mail 
to  3223  Danaha  St,  Torrance  CA  90505. 
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October.:  Time  of  Repentance 
FOR  OUR.  Actions  in  Iraq 


A Letter  to  the  People  of  Iraq 

We  want  to  express  our  heartfelt  apology  and  deep 

sorrow  over  our  government’s  invasion  and  continued 
occupation  of  your  country.  We  are  painfully  aware  of  the 
enormous  suffering  it  has  caused — the  killing,  wounding, 
and  harassment  of  so  many  Iraqi  children  and  adults;  the 
deaths  and  injuries  to  combatants  on  all  sides;  and  the 
destruction  of  Iraqi  infrastructures  leaving  millions  without 
adequate  water  or  power,  homes  or  food. 

Please  know  that  we  who  have  signed  this  letter  and 
countless  other  Americans  are  deeply  opposed  to  this 
aggression  that  has  been  carried  out  in  our  names. 

We  understand  that  words  of  sorrow  and  apology  are 
not  enough,  and  that  as  people  of  the  United  States  we  have 
a responsibility  to  do  everything  in  our  power  to  peacefully 
pressure  our  government  to  stop  this  war,  end  the 
occupation,  make  full  reparations,  and  work  in  cooperation 
with  the  Iraqi  people  to  repair  the  terrible  damage  that  the 
war  and  occupation  have  caused.  We  pledge  to  you  that  we 
will  make  every  effort  to  live  up  to  this  responsibility. 

Finally,  we  want  you  to  know  that  it  is  our  sincere 
desire  to  live  in  peace  with  the  people  of  Iraq.  We  believe  it 
is  possible  for  relations  between  our  two  countries  to  be 
based  on  honest  and  respectful  dialog,  a willingness  to 
resolve  our  conflicts  by  nonviolent  means,  and  a shared 
commitment  to  our  common  humanity  and  the  sacredness  of 
all  life. 

Respectfully, 

Your  Friend  (see  http://lettertotheiraqipeople.org) 


through  our  consumer 
lifestyle. 

• Pray  to  be  able  to  see 
ourselves  through  the  eyes 
of  Iraqi  people. 

• Meditate  on  our 
relationship  with  the 
people  of  Iraq. 

• Become  more  in- 
formed about  the  history 
that  has  led  to  the  current 
conflicts  in  the  Middle 
East. 

• Become  more  in- 
formed about  the  history 
and  current  makeup  and 
decisions  of  the  United 
Nations. 

• Remember  the  need 
to  be  concerned  about  the 
perpetrators  as  well  as  the 
victims. 

Asking  for  Forgiveness 

• Adopt  Friends 
Committee  on  National 
Legislation  letter  to  the 
people  of  Iraq  (see  center). 

•Join  the  Fellowship  of 
Reconciliation  Iraq  Photo 
Project  www.forusa.org/ 


programs/iraq. 


By  Joe  Ossmann 

Sacramento  Meeting 

Feelmg  led  to  call  Friends  and 
other  people  of  faith  in  the  US  to 
repent  over  our  country’s  actions 
iniraq.joe  Ossman  approached 
his  Meeting.  They  united  with 
his  concern  and  wrote  a travelmg 
minute  on  his  behalf  Joe  can  be 
reached  at  Sacramento  Friends 
Meeting,  890  57th  Street 
Sacramento,  CA  95816.  Here  is 
his  message. 

Repentance  for  Our 
Country’s  Actions  in  Iraq. 

For  some  time  our  country 
has  been  engaged  in 
actions  in  Iraq  that  are 
extremely  disturbing.  The 
most  recent  are  the 
revelations  regarding  the 
abuse  of  Iraqi  prisoners.  As 
citizens  of  the  United  States, 
we  are  held  responsible  for 
these  actions.  We  are 
complicit  because  the 
government  belongs  to  us,  and 
because  we  pay  taxes  that 
support  the  government’s 
actions.  We  are  also  complicit  by  virtue 
of  our  consumer  lifestyle,  particularly  in 
our  demand  for  petroleum  products  that 
is  so  intertwined  with  Middle  Eastern 
policy. 

As  people  of  faith,  when  we 
recognize  wrongdoing  in  ourselves,  a 
necessary  response  is  repentance. 
Repentance  includes  several  parts: 

1.  An  acknowledgment  of  wrong 
doing 

2.  Asking  for  forgiveness 

3.  Making  restitution 

4.  A commitment  to  amend  our  lives, 

to  avoid  or  lessen  the  wrongful 

behavior. 

The  month  of  October  2004  will  be 
observed  as  a National  Month  of 


Repentance  for  our  country’s  abuses  in 
Iraq  (see  wvwv.faithfulamerica.org). 
People  of  faith  are  encouraged  to 
acknowledge  the  wrongs  committed  in 
our  name,  to  ask  for  forgiveness,  to  make 
some  form  of  restitution,  to  take  specific 
actions  to  lessen  our  wrongful  behavior 
and/or  to  reduce  our  complicity.  Some 
specific  suggestions  for  such  actions  are 
listed  here. Friends  are  encouraged  to  add 
their  own. 

Acknowledgment  of  Wrongdoing 

• Recognize  our  own  complicity  in 
our  country’s  actions  in  Iraq,  through  our 
citizenship,  through  the  taxes  we  pay,  and 


Making  Restitution 

• Support  Iraq  relief  projects  by 
groups  such  as  Church  World  Service, 
the  International  Red  Cross,  or  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
with  donations  and  volunteer  time. 

• Create  and  promote  a special  fund 
in  your  Meeting/congregation  for 
donations  for  Iraqi  relief. 

• Adopt  Iraqis  who  have  been  hurt, 
or  families  of  deceased,  perhaps  through 
Amnesty  International. 

• Create  vehicles  for  fiinneling  funds, 
such  as  credit  card  donation  links  on  your 
Meeting’s/ Congregation’s  website. 
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• Have  a community  simple  meal  and 
donate  saved  money. 

• Make  sure  newcomers  know  about 
relief  organizations. 

• Designate  a Sunday  to  donate  the 
money  saved  from  giving  up  whatever  we 
gave  up  in  a personal  act  of  repentance. 

Amending  our  Lives  ...  Avoiding  or 
Lessening  our  Wrongful  Behavior 

• Create  a personal  vision  for  peace. 

• Give  to  charity  to  reduce  taxes 
going  to  war  effort. 

• Make  less  money  to  reduce  taxes 
going  to  war  effort. 

• Make  tax  deferred  investments  to 
green  companies  to  reduce  taxes  going 
to  war  effort. 

• Write  letters  to  the  editor  of 
newspapers  and  magazines  on  the  above 
themes. 

• Inquire  of  relief  organizations  about 
possible  personal  action. 

• Contribute  to  political  org- 
anizations to  promote  the  kind  of 
government  you  want. 

• Get  a speaker  from  a relief 


organization. 

• Take  specific  steps  to  reduce 
petroleum  consumption,  e.g.  walk, 
bicycle,  rideshare,  turn  air  conditioning 
temperature  higher,  use  solar  cookers,  take 
public  transit,  promote  public  transit  for 
attendance  at  worship,  shuttle  people 
from  public  transit  to  worship. 

• Sponsor  talks  by  Christian/Jewish/ 
Muslim  leaders. 

• Get  a speaker  from  Human  Rights 
Watch. 

• Place  ads. 

• Support  the  ad  by  National  Council 
of  Churches,  FaithfuIAmerica.org 

• Raise  money  from  local  churches 
to  place  the  ads  locally 

• Vote  against  war  supporters. 

• Write  to  your  elected  officials 
telling  them  that  you  want  us  to  end  our 
military  engagement  in  Iraq. 

• Locate  good  sources  of  information 
about  alternative  candidates  and  e-mail 
information  about  the  candidates  to  your 
friends  and  relatives. 

• Propose  that  the  local  newspaper 
develop  a monthly  column  on  faith-based 
response  to  war  anywhere  in  the  world. 


• Sponsor  a local  appearance  of  the 
AFSC  “boots”  at  <<www.afsc.org>>. 

• Make  peace  resources  and  links 
available  on  your  congregation’s  website 

• Hang  banners  in  front  of  your  place 
of  worship,  and  carry  in  parades  and 
vigils,  such  as: 

□ We’re  Americans,  too... no  torture 
in  our  name 

□ We’re  Americans,  too.. .no  crazy 
wars  in  our  name 

□ We’re  Americans,  too. ..no 
bombs  in  our  name 

□ We’re  Christians. ..no  torture  in 
our  name 

□ We’re  Christians. ..no  crazy  wars 
in  our  name 

□ We’re  Christians. ..no  bombs  in 
our  name 

□ Love,  not  torture 

□ We’re  ashamed  of  what  is  done 
in  our  name 

□ We’re  ashamed  of  what  is  done 
with  our  money 

□ Spend  on  relief,  not  torture 


Meeting  for  Worship:  Steps  for  Newcomers 


BY  Emc  Sabelman 

Palo  Alto  (CA)  Friends  Meeting 

I have  recently  been  asked  to  briefly 
describe  what  it  is  that  Quakers  do.  It  is 
easy  enough  to  explain  Quaker  work  in 
the  world:  what  it  is  that  AFSC,  FCL 
and  other  alphabetic  organizations  do.  I 
can  explain  Quaker  decision-making  and 
committee  structure,  and  all  the  liturgical 
things  familiar  to  church-goers  that 
Quakers  don’t  do.  But  what  is  it  that 
Quakers  DO  do  when  they  worship? 

You  may  do  more,  or  less,  or  use 
other  words,  but  I think  there  are  five 
simple  steps  essential  to  Friends’  silent 
worship: 

StepI:  Pray 

To  be  worshipful,  you  begin  by 
separating  yourself  from  your  worldly 
affairs.  You  center  yourself.  One  way  to 
do  this  is  to  consciously  pray.  You  do  not 
need  to  address  your  prayers  to  God,  only 


to  send  them  into  the  silence.  My  prayers 
are  often  prayers  of  concern  and 
supplication — asking  healing  for  the 
world,  for  humankind,  for  individuals 
whom  I love — or  prayers  of  gratitude  for 
the  beauty  of  the  world,  of  humankind, 
of  the  ones  I love.  Sometimes  I say  prayers 
of  welcome  for  those  coming  into  the 
Meetinghouse  after  I am  already  seated. 

In  a church,  spoken  prayers  may  take 
up  most  of  an  hour,  but  your  prayers  are 
internal  and  unrepeated;  praying  takes  not 
much  time.  Once  your  prayers  are  given 
freedom,  you  will  not  dwell  on  them,  but 
go  on  with  worship. 

Step  2:  Attend 

Empty  of  the  concerns  you  brought 
in,  you  become  present.  You  focus  your 
attention.  You  seek.  You  wait.  Here,  you 
become  aware  of  your  breathing,  your 
posture,  and  the  presence  of  the  Meeting 
community  around  you.  You  understand 
without  words  that  those  present  are 


bonded  to  each  other  and  to  a continuity 
of  worshippers  extending  far  into  the  past 
and  future.  Someone  may  speak,  and  their 
words  flow  into  you.  You  listen  at  deeper 
and  deeper  levels,  attentive  to  the  subtlest 
of  voices.  When  you  finally  hear  the 
quietest  voice,  you  tremble.  It  is  always  a 
surprise  to  hear  God’s  voice,  at  once  more 
fragile  than  a whisper  and  inescapable  as 
a windstorm.  How  can  it  be  real? 

Step  3:  Accept 

To  question  the  miraculous  is  a very 
human  thing  to  do,  especially  if  it  happens 
to  ordinary  people  like  you  and  me.  If 
God’s  voice  were  to  tell  you  to  do  some 
terrible  thing,  your  conscience  and  the 
collective  wisdom  of  the  community  in 
worship  would  reject  it.  But  God  tells 
you  no  such  thing;  rather.  He  makes  you 
a gift  of  some  part  of  Himself  wrapped 
in  the  spoken  ministry  of  others  or  in 
words  first  given  to  you.  You  have  only 
to  take  the  gift.  From  your  acceptance  of 
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the  gift  may  come  the  urge  to  stand  and 
speak,  or  the  conviction  to  devote  yourself 
to  service.  All  leadings  begin  with  saying 
“Yes.” 

Step  4:  Offer. 

Being  given  such  a gift,  you  feel 
your  inadequacy  to  bear  it  alone.  Your 
share  of  the  gift  you  may  keep,  but  you 
cannot  hold  such  wealth  in  one  pair  of 
hands.  You  must  give  the  rest  away.  If 
your  gift  is  in  the  form  of  spoken 
ministry,  you  choose  words  carefully, 
mindful  of  the  silence  you  take  from 
worship  with  each  word  you  give,  and 
trusting  that  the  truth  is  most  visible 


Memorial  Minutes 


Norma  Aibi  Thompson  Reed 

Members  of  La  Jolla(CA)  Monthly 
Meeting  are  saddened  at  the 
untimely  passing  of  our  beloved  member, 
Norma  Aibi  Thompson  Reed,  on  July  30, 
2003.  This  dynamic  woman  was  born 
February  1, 1950  in  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica. 
For  the  first  13  years  of  her  life,  Aibi  was 
raised  by  her  godmother.  In  1963  she 
moved  to  New  York  City  to  live  with  her 
mother.  Her  early  life  experiences 
contributed  to  her  becoming  a woman  who 
cared  deeply  about  the  social,  emotional 
and  academic  well-being  of  both  children 
and  adults.  She  had  an  illustrious  career 
in  education. 

While  in  New  York,  Aibi  received  two 
Bachelors  of  Arts  degrees,  in  Education 
and  in  Spanish,  as  well  as  a Masters  of 
Arts  degree  in  Bilingual  and  Urban 
Education.  She  was  inducted  into  the 
Brooklyn  Alumni  Chapter  of  Delta  Sigma 
Theta  in  1984.  Later,  in  San  Diego,  CA, 
she  received  an  Administrative  Credential. 

Some  of  the  highlights  of  her  career 
on  the  East  Coast  include:  classroom 
teaching.  Program  Specialist  for  the  Office 
of  Bilingual  Education,  ESL  Methods  and 
Theory  instmctor  at  Medgar  Evers  College 
and  a Supervisor  of  Student  Teachers  at 
Fordham  University.  In  California,  she 
was  a Bilingual  and  ESL  Program 
Facilitator,  Title  1 Program  Coordinator, 
vice  principal  and  principal,  and  Interim 


when  dressed  in  simple  clothes.  If  your 
gift  is  one  of  action,  you  offer  it  to  the 
Meeting,  as  a seed  is  planted  and  yields 
many  times  its  value  at  harvest. 

Step  5:  Be  still 

Once  you  have  made  your  offering, 
you  are  emptied  of  what  you  were  given 
during  worship,  as  you  were  emptied 
of  what  you  brought  in.  All  the  work 
that  you  as  an  individual  can  do  has 
been  done  in  the  first  four  steps  of 
worship.  Preserving  your  individuality 
becomes  less  urgent,  and  defending  the 
boundaries  of  your  self  becomes 
unnecessary.  Here,  you  are  freed  of  the 


need  to  be  an  individual  at  all:  as  you 
found  God  deep  within  yourself,  you 
may  now  dissolve  yourself  in  Him. 

if.  if.  ifif 

In  an  hour  of  worship,  you  may 
do  only  one  step,  or  cycle  between  two, 
or  circle  around  and  start  over.  An  hour 
is  only  the  beginning  of  worship.  So 
ask  yourself  the  question  (or  query,  as 
Friends  call  it):  “Do  I live  always  in 
awareness  of  God’s  constant  presence?” 
To  live  each  hour  practicing  the  five 
steps  of  worship  is  a good  way  to  live: 
pray,  attend,  accept,  offer,  be  still.  □ 


Superintendent  of  the  Chula  Vista 
Elementary  School  District.  She  was 
chosen  as  the  La  Mesa  Citizen  of  the  Year 
in  1995.  For  the  past  five  years,  Aibi  was 
the  Director  of  Curriculum,  Staff 
Development  and  Categorical  Programs 
for  the  Inglewood  Unified  School  District. 
There  she  managed  a $12  million  budget 
for  Federal  and  State  Categorical  Programs 
and  wrote  their  first  K-12  standards-based 
curriculum  in  30  years.  Being  curious  about 
the  lives  of  people  in  other  places,  Aibi 
visited  Brazil  in  1992  on  a Fulbright- 
Hayes  Fellowship  and  went  to  East  Africa 
in  1997  sponsored  by  Rotary  International. 

But  it  is  not  for  her  impressive 
professional  career  that  Aibi  will  be  most 
missed  and  remembered.  Aibi  was  a 
woman  who  touched  many  people.  She 
was  married  to  her  devoted  husband 
Wayne  for  twenty-five  years.  They  have 
one  beloved  son,  Kwofi,  whom  they 
proudly  saw  graduate  from  Georgetown 
University’s  School  of  Law  last  spring.  In 
addition  to  her  family,  Aibi  was  treasured 
by  a large  circle  of  friends.  Attributes  family 
and  friends  use  to  describe  her  are: 
“caring”,  “stimulating”,  “fun  loving”,  “an 
outstanding  cook,”  “a  true  sister-friend,” 
“a  woman  with  an  artistic  flair,”  and  a 
“healer  of  broken  spirits.” 

Aibi  and  Kwofi  became  members  of 
La  Jolla  Monthly  Meeting  with  the 
encouragement  of  Wayne  who  had  been 
helped  by  Quakers  in  dealing  with  his 
opposition  to  the  draft  in  the  60s.  She  was 
especially  interested  in  racism  issues  and 
greatly  influenced  Friends  by  offering  new 
perspectives,  encouraging  deeper  thought 
and  being  an  inspiration.  Her  messages  in 


Meeting  for  Worship  frequently  came  in 
the  form  of  song  emanating  from  deep 
within  her  spirit.  Aibi  was  very  involved 
with  Friends  of  African  American 
descent  and  attended  two  of  their 
gatherings.  La  Jolla  Friends  will  greatly 
miss  her  alive,  exuberant  spirit  and  the 
numerous  ways  in  which  she  personally 
touched  each  of  us.  □ 

Eve  Ridle  Todd 

Eve  Ridle  Todd  died  on  June  20, 2004, 
after  being  challenged  by  gastric 
cancer  for  several  years.  As  her  dear  friend 
so  eloquently  wrote:  “Just  as  in  living.  Eve 
continued  to  teach  us  in  dying,  for  it  was 
then  that  her  true  mastery  of  living  came 
out.  She  had  the  courage  to  face  what  was 
happening  to  her,  the  strength  to  endure 
her  pain  as  a final  act  of  love  toward  those 
she  cherished  so  dearly  and  the 
pragmatism  to  know  how  to  bring  her 
physical  life  to  its  conclusion.  She  had  an 
unshakable  spiritual  belief  and  never  lost 
her  perspective.  Although  it  was  hard  for 
her  to  accept  her  increasing  dependency, 
she  did  so  with  elegance  and  humor.  Even 
on  the  last  day,  she  spoke  and  was  cracking 
jokes,  reminding  us  to  see  the  lighter  side 
oflife.” 

Eve  was  born  on  August  2, 1946,  the 
oldest  of  two  girls.  Her  early  years  were 
spent  in  the  Marshall  and  Carolina  Islands 
where  she  developed  her  lifelong  interest 
in  other  cultures  and  languages.  She  was 
home  schooled  while  living  there.  The 
family  moved  back  to  the  United  States 
when  she  was  about  10  years  old  and  lived 
in  Helena,  Montana  where  she  went  to 
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middle  school  and  high  school.  She 
attended  Carroll  College  and  graduated 
from  the  University  of  California  at  San 
Diego  with  a BA  and  an  MA  in  linguistics. 

Eve  was  married  in  her  20s  and  had 
two  children,  Miles  and  Sandy.  The 
marriage  only  lasted  five  years  but  she  and 
her  ex-husband  were  able  to  maintain  a 
close  co-parenting  relationship  in  the 
raising  of  the  two  children.  Many  of  Eve’s 
friends  say  that  they  learned  from  her  how 
to  treat  children  as  real  people  with  the 
same  respect  accorded  to  adults.  Even 
while  she  was  dying,  she  was  able  to  put 
aside  her  own  needs  in  order  to  make  her 
two-year-old  grandson  comfortable. 

Eve  first  came  to  Quaker  Meeting  in 
the  early  1980s  because  of  her  children. 
She  wanted  her  son  to  be  exposed  to  the 
peace  testimony  and  to  consider  being  a 
conscientious  objector.  After  her  children 
were  grown,  she  continued  to  come  to 
Meeting  as  she  loved  the  worship  and  the 
values  of  Friends.  Until  her  illness  these 
past  few  years.  Eve  attended  Meeting  for 
Worship  regularly  with  her  partner  of  the 
last  18  years,  Mike  Marcus.  She  gifted  us 
with  a steady,  quieting  presence  during 
worship. 

Eve  practiced  yoga  daily  since  the  age 
of  19  and  loved  the  theater.  She  was  an 
active  member  of  Dimensions,  a social/ 
educational  group  for  women  who  met  for 
mutual  support,  as  well  as  to  learn  about 
various  community  issues  and  programs. 
She  was  a world  traveler  and  gained  a 
broad  perspective  on  life.  After  learning 
Chinese,  she  had  hoped  to  take  a trip  to 
China  with  a good  friend  but  her  illness 
became  too  severe. 

Eve  worked  as  a fiscal  program 
manager  at  Northrup-Grumman  where 
she  developed  many  of  her  longterm,  close 
relationships.  She  also  met  Mike  at  work; 
they  shared  a deep  and  loving  relationship, 
full  of  interesting  adventures,  including 
learning  to  tango  and  travelling  to  exotic 
places.  Mike  was  her  primary  caregiver 
and  devoted  himself  to  her  care  during  her 
illness  with  the  assistance  of  their  families 
and  many  close  friends.  Her  memorial 
service  on  June  27  at  La  Jolla  Meeting 
House  was  packed  with  people  who  loved 
her  and  mourned  her  loss  deeply. 

Those  who  knew  Eve  well  described 
her  as  “quirky,  loving,  truthful,  kind,  warm, 
sad  in  those  difficult  years,  spiritual,  aloof, 
independent  and  stubborn”.  Her  friends 
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said  that  she  possessed  “a  quiet 
intelligence  that  did  not  need  to  proclaim 
itself”  and  that  she  was  “adept  at  helping 
and  healing  others.”  Eve  had  an  integrity 
of  spirit  and  was  able  to  let  her  hair  down 
and  just  be  herself,  from  the  sultry  tango 
dancer  to  the  concerned  mother  to  the 
warm  humanitarian.  We  cherish  her  legacy 
of  how  to  meet  all  of  life.  □ 

Annette  Ruth  Greenberg 

Annette  Ruth  Greenberg  passed 
away  on  March  19,  2004,  at  her  home  in 
Moab,  Utah  from  breast  cancer.  Annette 
was  born  on  August  19,  1942,  and  grew 
up  in  Trumbull,  Connecticut,  where  she 
lived  on  two  beautiful  lakes.  She  is 
survived  by  her  mother,  Ruth  Isabelle 
Petersen  of  Catonsville,  Maryland,  her 
husband  Bob  Greenberg  of  Moab,  her 
daughter  Jessica  Greenberg  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  her  sister  Joan  Clement  of 
Takoma  Park,  Maryland,  her  brother  Bruce 
Petersen  of  Fayetteville,  West  Virginia,  and 
8 nephews  and  nieces.  Her  father,  Norman 
Louis  Petersen,  preceded  Annette  in  death 
in  1999. 

Annette  earned  a bachelor’s  degree 
in  political  science  at  Colby  College  in 
Waterville,  Maine  and  remained  active  in 
politics  and  connected  to  Maine 
throughout  her  life.  She  was  a founding 
member  of  the  Moab  League  of  Women 
Voters’  chapter  and  has  been  active  in 
antiwar,  social  justice  and  human  rights 
issues.  Speaking  truth  to  power  was  a 
watchword  of  hers.  Annette  earned  a 
master’s  degree  in  political  science  from  the 
University  of  Montana  in  Missoula;  after 
her  divorce  from  her  first  husband,  she 
moved  to  Washington,  DC  where  she 
interned  at  the  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  and  worked  at  the 
Institute  for  Policy  Studies.  In  Missoula 
and  Washington,  DC,  she  was  active  in 
the  anti-Vietnam  war  movement,  and  was 
detained  briefly  in  JFK  Stadium,  along 
with  thousands  of  other  antiwar 
demonstrators.  Annette  escaped  from  the 
detention  camp  with  the  help  of  a friend 
and  in  the  company  of  fellow- 
demonstrator/detainee  Abbie  Hoffman. 
Annette  was  a member  ofTeachers,  Inc., 
a community-based  group  of  activist 
educators  dedicated  to  promoting  social 
change  from  within  school  districts.  She 
was  a member  of  the  Teacher’s  Inc. 


Washington,  D.C.  project  where  she  and 
Bob  Greenberg  met. 

After  their  marriage  in  February  1974, 
Annette  and  Bob  left  their  jobs  to  manage 
the  congressional  campaign  of  a Quaker 
friend  of  Annette’s  in  New  Hampshire. 
The  following  spring,  they  left  on  a year- 
long trip  to  Nepal,  crossing  Turkey,  Iran, 
Afghanistan,  Pakistan  and  India  by  bus 
and  truck  with  only  their  backpacks. 

Annette  was  a dedicated  educator 
who  taught  elementary  school  in 
Washington,  DC  before  she  found  her 
vocation  as  a special  education  teacher  and 
administrator.  Annette  earned  a master’s 
degree  in  special  education  from  the 
American  University  Hillcrest  Children’s 
Center  program.  She  first  taught  special 
education  in  suburban  Maryland  and  after 
moving  to  Moab  in  1976,  and  the  birth  of 
her  daughter  Jessica  in  1978,  returned  to 
teaching  with  a half-time  special  education 
position  at  South  East  Elementary  in 
1981. 

In  1987,  Annette  became  the  Grand 
County  School  District’s  Special  Education 
Director,  and  in  1996  she  was  appointed 
the  principal  of  HMK  Intermediate 
School.  She  managed  both  jobs  for  the  96- 
97  school  year  and  became  HMK’s  full- 
time principal  in  1997.  Annette  was 
diagnosed  with  breast  cancer  during  her 
tenure  as  HMK’s  principal.  In  2000  she 
started  her  second  stint  as  Special 
Education  Director.  Her  illness  forced  her 
to  stop  working  in  the  spring  of 2002. 

Annette  was  raised  a Methodist  and 
was  drawn  to  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends  by  their  peace  testimony, 
commitment  to  social  justice,  and  manner  of 
worship.  She  became  a Quaker  and  a 
founding  member  of  the  Moab  Monthly 
Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 
She  was  also  very  involved  in  the  Utah 
Friends  Fellowship,  serving  as  treasurer  for 
several  years.  Annette  attended  most 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meetings,  serving  as 
co-treasurer  one  year  and  co-coordinator  of 
the  Children’s  Yearly  Meeting  for  two  years. 

Annette  always  had  a special  love  for 
children  who  faced  significant  challenges.  In 
her  memory,  Annette’s  family  is  adopting  a 
school  in  East  Africa  for  children  who  have 
been  orphaned  by  HIV/AIDS  or  have 
special  learning  needs.  Memorial  donations 
may  be  made  to  the  Annette  Greenberg 
Memorial  Fund  at  Zion  Bank  in  Moab, 
Utah.  □ 
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Classifieds 


1.  VOTE  for  the  elected  officials 
that  best  represent  Quaker  values. 
You  can  register  or  update  your 
registration  information  at:  http:// 
www.fcnl.org  and  click  VOTE  2004 


2.  VOICE  YOUR  OPINION. 
Write  letters  to  the  editor  in  your  local 
paper.  You  can  use  the  AFSC  media 
guide  (www.afsc.org)  or  FCNL 
(www.fcnl.org)  to  send  e-mail  to  local 
or  national  media.  Call  radio  talk 
shows  and  attend  public  forums.  If 
you  participate  in  opinion  polls,  be 
sure  to  suggest  diplomacy  or  peace  as 
an  option,  since  this  category  is  usually 
not  available. 

3.  ALL  OR  WRITE  YOUR 
CONGRESSPERSON  and  tell  them 
how  you  feel.  Encourage  them  to 
support  peace  not  war  and  encourage 
them  to  seek  diplomatic  international 
solutions. 

4.  ATTEND  PUBLIC 
EVENTS.  Organize  a vigil  for  peace 
with  faith-based  or  other  groups  in 
your  community. 

5.  LEARN  ALL  YOU  CAN 
about  the  Islamic  faith,  particularly 
Islam’s  positive  stand  on  peace  and 
nonviolence.  (See  http:// 
westernquaker.net/editor.htm  for  a 
posting  of  a workshop  “Islam  from  a 
Quaker  Perspective”  that  was  given  at 
Friends  General  Conference’s 
Gathering  this  summer.) 


(These  suggestions  were  adapted 
from  the  AFSC  website.  If  you  have 
other  ideas  or  suggestions,  please  send 
them  to  the  editor  and  they  will  be 
printed  or  posted  at  the  Friends  Bulletin 
website  atwesternquaker.net.) 


We’re 

registered  to  vote. 
Are  you? 


Xoe  Huffman,  Janine  Car- 
mona, and  Xavier  Manalo  are 
18 -year-old  Young  Friends  who  reg- 
istered to  vote  for  the  first  time.  They 
are  keenly  concerned  about  their  fu- 
ture and  the  future  of  our  country. 

Let’s  show  our  concern  as  Friends 
by  voting  for  the  candidates  of  our 
choice. 

You  can  register  or  update  your 
registration  information  at:  http:// 
www.fcnl.org  and  click  VOTE  2004 


warned  of  9/11  attacks 

BUSH  DID  JVtfCHIJVO! 

bu^hdll.info  • read  • question  • protest  • vote! 

To  learn  how  the  Bush 
administration’s  indifference 
allowed  the  9/11  terrorists  to 
succeed,  or  to  compare  the  Clinton 
administration’s  successful  efforts  to 
derail  the  Millennium  plot  to 
President  Bush’s  deep  pre-9/11 
slumber,  please  visit: 

http://www.bush911.info 

This  website  shows  that  before  the 
9/11  attacks  President  Bush  was 
feckless  when  it  came  to  this  nation’s 
security  and  for  that  reason  the  FAA 
and  NO  RAD  were  blindsided  and 
unprepared.  You  can  also  order  the 
bumper  sticker  shown  above. 


Pubhcations 


Quaker  Life — informing  and  equipping 
Friends  around  the  world.  Free  sample  avail- 
able upon  request.  Join  our  family  of  Friends  for  one 
year  (10  issues)  at  $24.  For  information  contact: 
Quaker  Life 
101  Quaker  HiU  Drive 
Richmond,  IN  47374 
Phone:  765-962-7573 
E-mail:  QuakerLife@fum.org 
Website:  www.fum.org 

Vintage  Books,  Quaker  Books.  Rare  and  out- 
of-print  journals,  history,  religion.  Contact  us 
for  specific  wants.  181  Hayden  Rowe  St, 
Hopkinton,  MA  01748.  Phone:  508-435-3499. 
E-mail:  vintage@gis.net. 

Quaker  Writers  AND  Artists!  Read  TVpes  & 
Shadows,  the  exciting  newsletter  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Quakers  in  the  Arts.  FQA’s 
goal:  To  nurture  and  showcase  the  literary,  vi- 
sual, musical,  and  performing  arts  within  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends,  for  purposes  of 
Quaker  expression,  ministry,  witness,  and  out- 
reach. To  these  ends,  we  will  offer  spiritual, 
practical,  and  financial  support  as  way  opens. 
Help  build  an  international  network  of  creative 
support  and  celebration.  Membership  $22/year. 
FQA,  Dept.  FB,  PO  Box  58565,  Philadelphia, 
PA  19102.  E-mail:  fqa@quaker.org.  Web:  http:/ 
/www.quaker.org/fqa/index.html. 


©Friemis  Journal  has  published 
“Quaker  Thou^t  and  Life 
T<^y”  for  nearly  >o  yeare,  suc' 
ceeding  periodicals  that  date 
from  the  I9tlt  century.  Learn 
more  about  Quaker  concerns 
and  activirifeS  through  this  monthly  maga- 
zine. Save  42  percent  off  the  cover  price. 
Receive  I2  issues  (one  hiU  year)  for  only 
$55.  Contac  t:  Friends  Journal  Depu  FB, 
1216  Arch  Street,  Ik,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107. 
<Info@friendsioumal.org>, 


Calendar  Items 


•Oct  29-31:  Finding  the  Ecological 
Self.  Experiential  practices  of  deep 
time/ecology  to  encourage  the  Great 
Turning.  Kristin  Masters  and 
Claudette  Mouton.  Ben  Lomond 
Quaker  Center. 

• Nov  19-21:  LivingDeeply  Our  Yes 
and  Our  No.  A gathering  of  Quaker 
women.  Karin  Nilsson.  Ben  Lomond 
Quaker  Center. 
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Concerned (Singles 

links  coTFatifciLe,  socdally  caiaciaff;  slices 
\to  care  abcut  peace,  social  justice,  diversity,  gender 
egiity,  and  the  health  cf  thepLan^. 
Nationwide  / C^nat^.  All  ages.  Since  1984. 

FREE  SAMPLE  :Box  444-FB,  Lenox  Dale,  MA  01242 
413-243-4350  or  www.concernedsingles.com 


Schools.  Retreat  Centers.  Camps,  and 
Retirement  Homes 

Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center:  Personal 
retreats,  family  reunions,  weddings,  retreats,  and 
our  own  schedule  of  Quaker  Programs.  Among 
the  redwoods,  near  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  831-336- 
8333.  Website:  http://www.quakercenter.org. 

The  Woolman  Semester  at  Sierra  Friends 
Center  offers  a Quaker  Educational  opportu- 
nity in  a one  semester  high  school  experience 
emphasizing  Quaker  Testimonies:  Peace,  Jus- 
tice, Sustainability  & Service;  rigorous  college 
preparatory  courses  and  simple  living  in  com- 
munity. Unique  highlight  to  a student’s  portfo- 
lio. Scholarships  available.  See  www.woolman.org 
or  contact  Kathy  Runyan  at  530-273-318 

Friends  House  is  a multilevel  retirement 

COMMUNITY  offering  independent  living  apart- 
ments and  houses,  an  assisted  care  living  facility, 
skilled  nursing,  and  an  adult  day  services  pro- 
gram serving  residents  and  the  wider  Santa  Rosa, 
CA  community.  Located  in  Santa  Rosa,  Friends 
House  is  easily  accessible  to  San  Francisco,  the 
Pacific  Coast,  redwood  forests,  and  the  vine- 
yards of  Sonoma  and  Napa  counties.  Friends 
House  is  owned  and  operated  by  Friends  Asso- 
ciation of  Services  for  the  Elderly  (EASE),  a 
California  not-for-profit  corporation.  The  fa- 
cility and  Board  of  Directors  are  strongly  influ- 
enced by  Quaker  traditions.  The  welfare  and 
growth  of  persons  within  an  environment  which 
stresses  independence  is  highly  valued.  Tour 
Friends  House  at  our  website  at 
www.friendshouse.org.  Friends  House,  684 
Benicia  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409.  707- 
538-0152. 

**** 

Wellsprings  Friends  School:  alternative, 
accredited  high  school  grades  9-12.  Rooted  in 
the  Quaker  Spirit  of  simplicity,  community, 
nonviolence,  honoring  the  Light  in  every  per- 
son. Open  enrollment.  Climate  of  affirmation. 
3590  W 18th  Avenue,  Eugene,  OR  97402.  541- 
686-1223.  FAX:  541-687-1493.  Dennis 
Hoerner,  Head. 

Accommodations:  William  Penn  House, 
Washington,  DC.  Quaker  Seminars,  youth  pro- 
grams, bed  and  breakfast.  5 blocks  from  the 
Capitol,  Supreme  Court  and  near  Smithsonian 
Museums.  Shared  accommodations  for  indi- 
viduals and  groups.  Gays,  lesbians  and  people 
of  color  are  welcome.  515  East  Capitol  St.  SE, 

October  2004  Friends  Bulletin 


Washington,  DC  20003, 202-543-5560,  FAX  202- 
543-3814.  E-mail:  director@wmpennhouse.org, 
website:  www.Qtiaker.org/penn-house. 

Positions  open:  Interns:  9-12  month  commit- 
ment. Assist  with  hospitality  and  seminar  plan- 
ning at  William  Penn  House.  Room  & board 
with  small  stipend.  Applications  from  gays,  les- 
bians and  people  of  color  are  welcome.  5 blocks 
from  the  Capitol,  Supreme  Court  and  near  the 
Smithsonian  Museums.  See  contact  info  above. 

When  travelling  to  the  Pacific  Northwest,  con- 
sider the  simple  and  economical  travelers’  rooms 
at  Quaker  House  in  Seattle  (WA).  For  reserva- 
tions call  Megan  Snyder-Camp  at  206-632-9839  or 
e-mail:  quakerhouse.sea@juno.com. 

William).  Papp  Portland  Friends  School, 
located  in  SW  Portland,  OR.  A Friends  school 
for  children,  grades  K-8,  rooted  in  Quaker  val- 
ues. Children  are  provided  with  a quality  aca- 
demic and  a developmentally  appropriate  edu- 
cation. The  school  environment  is  caring  and 
nurturing  with  strong  emphasis  on  nonviolent 
conflict  resolution.  For  information,  contact 
Judy  Smith,  portlandfriendss@qwest.net  or 
503-245-8164. 

Services 

Single  Book  Lovers  has  been  getting  unat- 
tached people  who  like  to  read  together  since 
1970.  Nationwide  and  run  by  Friends.  SBL, 
Box  74,  Swarthmore,  PA  19039. 
SBL@compuserve.com.  800-773-3437. 

Join  the  folks  at  Friendly  Horse  Acres 

FOR  A DAY  AT  A HORSE  FARM.  All  ages  wel- 
come. Camps  are  set  up  to  encourage  confi- 
dence in  people  who  are  fearful  of  horses,  as 
well  as  more  experienced  horse  lovers.  Learn 
to  see  the  world  from  the  horse’s  point  of  view. 
Visit  www.friendlyhorseacres.com.  Phone: 
360-825-3628.  E-mail:  friendlaverne 
@friendlyhorseacres.com. 

Practice  Simplicity  by  getting  your  living 
and  work  space  ORGANIZED!  Friendly, 
professional  organizer  Marian  Rhys  can  help 
you  clean  up  your  physical  or  electronic  clut- 
ter and  set  up  systems  for  keeping  things  or- 
derly. Confidential  and  non-judgmental.  503- 
283-8615. 

Tours  and  Opportunities 

Consider  a Costa  Rica  StudyTour.  Visit  the 
Quaker  community  of  Monteverde.  See  the 
cloud  forest  and  two  oceans.  Write  Sarah 
Stuckey,  Apdo  46-5655,  Monteverde,  Costa 
Rica.  Phone/F/LX:  Oil  506-645-5436  or  520- 
364-8694  or  E-mail:  crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 
website:  www.crstudytours.com. 

Consider  the  Arizona  Friends  Commu- 


nity FOR  YOUR  NEXT,  OR  YOUR  SECOND,  HOME. 
360  degree  mountain  views,  4,000  ft  elevation, 
often  near  perfect  weather,  among  good  friends. 
Write  Roy  Joe  and  Ruth  Stuckey,  6567  N San 
Luis  Obispo  Drive,  Douglas,  AZ  85607. 
Website:  arizonafriends.com. 

Quaker  Writers,  Editors,  and 
Publishers.  Are  invited  to  join  QUIP 
(Quakers  Uniting  in  publishing).  An 
international  “self  help”  organization  of 
theologically  diverse  Friends  concerned  with  the 
ministry  of  the  written  word.  Contact  Graham 
Garner  at  grahamG@fgcquaker.org.  Website: 
www.quaker.org/quip. 

Friends  planning  to  move  can  request 

ASSISTANCE  FROM  DaVID  BrOWN,  A QUAKER 
Realtor.  David  will  refer  you  to  a real  estate 
professional  to  assist  you  with  buying  and/or  sell- 
ing a home  anywhere  in  the  USA.  E-mail: 
Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 

The  PeaceableTable,  successor  to  The 
Friendly  Vegetarian  . A monthly  online 
journal  for  vegetarian  Quakers  and  others. 
Articles,  recipes,  book  and  film  reviews,  letters, 
www.vegetarianfriends.  net. 


^^|Lj^AFSC/Intermountain  YM 
"^f^JoiNT  Service  Project:  Quaker 

WORK  CAMPS  FOR  TEENS  AND  ADULTS. 
Spring  and  fall  in  Mexico,  summer  with 
Oglala  Lakota.  Contact  Mike  Gray: 
MGray@afsc.org  or  520-907-6321. 
Website:  afsc.org 

Redwood  Forest  Friends  Meeting  seeks 
Resident  Friend(s).  Small  living  quarters 
provided.  Located  60  miles  north  of  San 
Francisco  and  25  miles  from  Pacific  Ocean. 
Write  to  Resident  Friend  Liaison,  Post  Office 
Box  1831,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95402;  or, 
avboone@sonic.net 

***** 

Need  Friendly  hospitality  in  Tucson, 
Arizona?  Contact  Roberta  Royse  Streicher 
4828  East  Glenn  St.  Tucson,  Arizona  85710 
(520)  881-0577.  Email:  rrstreiche@aol.com. 


2004 Ad  ver  vising  Ra  tes 

$.47per  word  for  classifed  ads.  Minimum 
charge,  $ 9.  Box  ads:  1 0%  extra.  Ads  shoidd  be 
prepaid,  if  possible.  Deadline:  six  weeks  prior 
to  publication.  Display  ads:  $16  per  column 
inch.  V4 page  ad  (4  x dVi):  $97 — 1 column  ad 
(IVi  X 10):  $139 — 2 column  ad  (5  x 10): 
$239— V2  page  ad  (7V4  x dVi):  $169— Full 
page  (7V2  X 10):  $299.  Discounts:  10%  for  3 
consecutive  appearances,  25%  for  1 0 consecu- 
tive appearances  of  ad. 
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Evan  Nelson,  clerk  of  Pacific  YM Junior  Friends, 
practicing  his  listening  skills 


Read 

Compassionate 

listening 


CompasslORate 
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Order  through  Fnernls  Bulletin 


Compassionate  Listening  and  other  writings  by  Gene  Hojfman,  Quaker  Peacemaker  and  Mystic.  Friends  Bulletin  Publications, 

2003.  “For  more  than  half  a century,  Gene  Hoffman — through  her  essays  and  poetry,  her  workshops  and  speeches,  her  travels 
and  her  witness — has  been  a fountainhead  of  creative  spirituality  and  courageous  peacemaking.  This  book  will  be  a rich 
resource  for  those  who  come  after  her.”  — Richard  Beats,  Editor  of  Fellowship  Magazine.  Paperbound,  350  pp.  with  photos 
and  index.  $16.95  (plus  $3  postageSc  handling). 

Quaker  Peace  Testimony  in  Times  of  Terrorism,  Friends  Bulletin  Pamphlet  #2  (2003)  by  Robert  Griswold,  Mt  View,  CO, 

Meeting.  Reflections  upon  the  spiritual  basis  for  Friends’  peacemaking  efforts  during  this  time  of  “perpetual  war  for  perpetual 
peace.”  Ideal  for  study  groups.  Single  copy:  $3.95.  Two  or  more:  $3  each  (inch  postage  & handling). 

Islam  from  a Quaker  Perspective,  Friends  Bulletin  Pamphlet  #1  (2003).  After  September  11,  2001,  Anthony  Manousos 

(Santa  Monica,  CA,  Meeting)  fasted  during  Ramadan  to  become  better  acquainted  with  the  Muslim  community  and  the 
practice  of  Islam.  This  pamphlet  explores  the  spirituality  of  fasting,  examines  the  Islamic  faith  in  relation  to  Friends’  testimonies 
and  provides  a brief  overview  of  Quaker  involvement  in  the  Middle  East.  Single  copy:  $3.95.  Two  or  more:  $3  each  (incl. 
postage  & handling). 


A Western  Quaker  Reader,  Writings  by  and  about  Independent  Quakers  in  the  Western  United  States.  Friends  Bulletin  Pubhca- 

tions,  2000.  First  historical  work  about  Western  Quakerism  written  from  the  viewpoint  of  Independent  Friends  provides 
vivid,  first-person  testimonies  by  Friends  involved  in  the  “reinvention”  of  Quakerism  in  the  Western  USA  from  the  1930s  to 
the  present.  354  pp.  paper.  $19.95  (incl.  postage  & handling). 
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$16  each  plus  $3  postage&  handling 
(Tor  XX-Large,  add  additional  $1.50) 
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To  order,  check  off  items  you  want  on  this  page,  and 
send  with  check  made  out  to  “Friends  Bulletin”  to: 

Friends  Bulletin 
3223  Danaha  St, 

Torrance  CA  90505. 
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